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EDITORIAL 


The Ten Commandments 
Will Not Budge - Stealing 
Is Stealing 


We are in the midst of a wave of banditry, 
Vandalism, thievery and larceny. What the connec- 
tions with recent experiences or those of other 
nations one is unable to say. The late Archbishop 
Temple complained of the loss of a sense of 
honesty and of morality in Great Britian. One 
thing that seems to have encouraged this wave 
locally is the attitude on the part of some to 
palliate the Vandalism and larceny of certain 
youths of prominent homes and to shield them. It 
is not less evil for an eighteen year old of a fine 
home to wreck autos and take articles and parts 
from them to sell than it is for one with less home 
background to do similar acts. There is a solemn 
lesson on stealing in the case of Achan and the 
valley of Achor in the Old Testment, and of Jesus 
and the field of Aceldema in the New. The Apostle 
Paul lists thieves along with drunkards, idolaters 
and adulterers as those who shall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. Can a thief then not be forgiven? 
Of course, one thief was saved on Mount Calvary. 
The Apostle goes on to say: 


“And such were some of you; but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, ye are justified 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God.” 


The best answer to this thing of shielding lads 
of good families is a story that comes from Colonel 
Blanton the Nestor of Missouri editors. It was 
told by another editor at the occasion of the 
Colonel’s recent death. This editor began as a cub 
reporter for Blanton. The Colonel welcomed him 
and introduced him to the staff and the community. 
Ere lon& he gave him his first assignment. A 
group of bovs had been arrested in a dice game, 
the reporter was to get all the facts. But the 
further the new man went into the matter, the 
more disturbed he became. Some of these boys 
were of the first families. At length he wrote up 
the story and handed it in to Colonel Blanton. He 


was certain that his first story was to be his last 
one, for one of the boys in the list was Charlie 
Blanton. The Colonel read the story closely and 
said: “Make one change. Put Charlie Blanton’s 
name at the head of the list of boys and publish it 
in full.’”’ Thou shalt not fear the face of a man in 
judgment. —Wnm. C. R. 


———<———— 


Christian Realism 
Again 


In the January ist issue of this Journal the 
writer published an editorial entitled, ‘Christian 
Realism.” 


Despite the amazing reception given this edi- 
torial, and the strong approval expressed by many, 
we regret that we published it in this magazine for 
the following reasons: 


First, it has been widely misquoted or quoted 
in part only. 


Second, it has been misunderstood and mis- 
interpreted by many, both by those who approved 
and by those who disapproved. 


Finally, and most important, because it is our 
considered but belated judgement, that this Journal 
was not the proper medium for the expression of 4 
personal opinion on secular problems by a member 
of the editorial staff. 


It is this last reason which makes us feel that 
this statement is necessary. This writer has con- 
sistently argued that the great issue facing the 
Church is the absolute reliability and authority of 
the Scriptures. From this one fact proceed those 
doctrines which have made the Church a spiritual 
force and made it effective in meeting the prob- 
lems of each succeeding generation. 


Further it is the present turning away from 
faith in the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures 
on the part of many which has brought chaos and 
ineffectiveness in contemporary Protestantism. 


We feel that our recent editorial failed to make 
a contribution to those things for which The 
Journal has always stood and for that reason W% 
out of place in its pages. —L.N.B. 
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Pacifists Versus When an evangelical speaks of Christ he speaks 


of the incarnate Son of God; God made in the 

Peace Makers likeness of flesh. On the other hand the Christ of 

A pacifist and a peace-maker are not the same. the modernist is one whose divinity as compared 

In fact they are very different and the effects of with that of man is measured only in greater 
their work often are diametrically opposed. degree. 


Every Christian should be a peace-maker and a To the evangelical, Christ was virgin born. To 
special blessing is promised those who endeavor to the modernist He was born in a natural way and 
secure peace. A peace-maker attempts, in the the records of the Bible to the contrary are records 
Spirit of Christ, to resolve differences and to bring of folklore and delusion. 
about pe oe but never at the expense of Chris- The Christ of the evangelical is the One who 
ee during His earthly ministry demonstrated His di- 

On the other hand pacifism regards peace an end vine power as Creator of the universe by perform- 
in itself and, failing to take a realistic look at the ing miracles as He pleased; setting aside the nat- 
world, expects peace to come by wishful thinking. ural laws which He had created as He saw fit. To 
As a result evil men and nations take advantage of the modernist the records of these miracles spring 
such pacifism to further théir own ends. from the over-active imaginations and misguided 


, , : . loyalti f hi t ies. 
The pacifists of America have yet to admit their ee 


share in the tragedy of Pearl Harbor, despite the 
fact that they as a group were partially responsible 
for the unpreparedness here in America which 
made that atvack possible. 





The Christ of the evangelical died on the cross 
as a propitiation for the sins of the world, thereby 
opening the only way of atonement. In fact this 
vicarious atonement of our Lord is the Me > a 

Mr. Gandhi, with his passive resistance, was re- of the Christian message. Here we see both the 
sponsible more than any one man, for British with- a er ge nay he Bt — - Sher ome a 
drawal from India and subsequent bloodshed. His of a just and holy God. But, fo e mo > ae e 
tragic death unleashed a wave of eulogy totally death of our Saviour was - rs —— ut as a 
unjustified and his frequent hunger strikes were noble example of self-sacrifice. Some have even re- 
too often regarded as evidences of “spiritual ferred to the greatest event of history as a “tragic 
power” rather than threats of slow suicide, which mistake. 


they really were. To the evangelical the record of the bodily resur- 

We are reminded of the Quaker who both loved rection of Sur Lord is more than a fact, it is the 
peace and was at the same time practical. Finding natural and necessary correlary of His triumph 
a burglar in his home he went and got his gun and over sin and its effects, giving living proof of His 
on returning said to the robber: “Friend, thou art redeeming power. To the modernist one of the best 
standing where I am about to shoot.” substantiated facts of history has no place in their 


: ; : thinking and again the record came from deluded 
In trying situations such as we face today and over-zealous disciples. 


Christians must be the peace-makers. For this is , , P 

required love, humility and unlimited patience. At To the evangelical, the ascension into Heaven 
the same time it requires standing for certain prin- and the personal return of our Lord, as the cul- 
ciples and a refusal to compromise with evil. A minating future event of history, make a dramatic 
Christian can and should play this role to the and certain part of His work. Neither of these 
fullest extent. events has any place in the tenets of modernism. 


We believe a clear differentiation between pa- 


a I her words, the Christ of th ngelical is 
ciism and peace-making will help us in the days ee ee - ree gtbitee og 
N 


the Christ of the Bible, the One we accept in faith, 

—L.N.B. and in Whom our hope of eternity rests. He is ac- 

cepted in and followed by faith. But, pom e 

: ° modernism is a Christ of negation, of unbelief an 

Which Christ? denial, a figment of the reasoning and philosophy 

of human wisdom, based not on divinely inspired 

records but rather on the ever fluctuating and 
shifting sands of the natural mind. 


to come. 


There are two Christs today. Some apparently 
have not considered this fact and as a result have 
been led into difficult situations. 


One is not being unreasonable in insisting that _ The Church and individual Christians have a 
the distinction between the two be clearly made. right to ask today to which Christ one holds alle- 
Nor is a Church doing other than its duty when it giance. To do less is to add to the confusion of 
requires specific commitments. our day. In a matter of such vital importance a 

clear definition and distinction is owed to those 

For instance, when Soviet Russia speaks of “de- who already believe and also to an unbelieving 
mocracy” something entirely foreign to American world. —L.N.B. 
or British concepts of that word is in view. —_—_—~»——_ 


Theological terminology is only too often used to ee 
convey meanings never originally intended. Unfor- A Positive Note 
tunately it is a demonstrable fact that denial is 
Sometimes cloaked under affirmations of faith. Late one Sunday night recently we tuned in the 
radio in our car just as Mgr. Fulton J. Sheen be- 


his is what we mean: It is no longer sufficient gan one of a series of seventeen broadcasts. 


or a man to affirm his faith in and loyalty to 
hrist. The distressing situation is that the Christ His first words were: “The purpose of this broad- 


of Modernism and the Christ of the evangelical cast is to save souls. Without that nothing in this 
Christian are not the same. world is worthwhile.” 
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With most that followed in that thirty-minute 
message we thoroly agreed. But, here and there 
were references directing the hearers into chan- 
nels of Roman Catholic thinking and belief which, 
for us, spoiled the address. 


But, the outstanding impression given by that 
broadcast was this: He is a man with a positive 
message, offering a way and a hope to a bewildered 
gnd a lost world. Insofar as that message pointed 
to the Saviour as to the only way out from sin it 
was useful and it did good. 


In our strong objection to the intrigue and oppo- 
sition of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to Protes- 
tant endeavor, let us never lose sight of the fact 
that the primary reason for the advances of Ca- 
tholicism in our time is that only too often men 
hear a positive message from Catholics and a hu- 
manistie and social one from Protestantism. 


As we listened to Mgr. Sheen we tried to imagine 
ourselves as a disillusioned American pagan, long- 
ing for something and hearing this message for 
the first time. Then we compared this address with 
many we have heard sponsored by great Protestant 
organizations. Little wonder that in too many in- 
stances the influence of Protestantism is waning. 


We Protestants want the vigor and the spiritual 
effectiveness of our movement of another genera- 
tion. Can we not see that it is the questioning or 
denying of these positive and essential doctrines 
of the Church which has cut the nerve of evan- 
gelical power? 


This is a time when we all need to search our 
hearts, to humble ourselves and to pray earnestly 
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us as 
individuals and as a Church. We believe this will 
be our experience when God knows we have com- 
pletely surrendered our intellects, our wills and 
our bodies to Him. 


Those of us who claim the name “evangelical” 
need to realize that making orthodoxy a fetish is 
not enough. This orthodoxy must be enriched by 
love, humility and a willingness to make practical 
application of Christianity in every avenue of life. 


Those who wish to be termed “liberal” need to 
face the same issues and to sharply part company 
with that apparently growing number in the Church 
= no longer believe the things which Christianity 

elleves. 


When we do this will find ourselves really 
“evangelical liberals” and “liberal evangelicals.” 


The evangelical should have no part in a dead 
and unloving orthodoxy. By like sign the liberal 
owes it to himself and his Church to separate from 
unbelief wherever it is found. 


We _ believe such _  heart-searching will heal 
breaches and produce the positive message Pro- 


testantism must have if she is to survive. We be- 
lieve this is the only way of revival. —L.N.B. 


World Theology Turns To 
Christ And The Bible 


In his interesting account of the Conference on 
Theological Education held on the shores of the 


Lake of Geneva, December 29 to January 2, Pre. 
ident Ben. R. Lacy writes: 


“The emphasis on practical theology as over 
against ‘scientific’ theology was stressed again and 
again. This interest in training pastors who cap 
develop churches which will be evangelizing and 
edifying agents was exceeded only by the primary 
place given to Christ throughout all the discussion 
and worship periods. It was beyond all else g 
Christ-conscious and Bible-conscious group. The de. 
votionals, which were conducted part in English 
and part in German, were among the dearest of 
my experiences. Every note struck sounded deep 
into our souls, for each speaker and prayer was 
Christ-centered and dominated.” 


The Presbyterian Outlook, 
February 2, 1948, Page 7. 


———— 


The Idea And Value 
Of Theology 


Accordinging To Cornelius Van Til 

Through the generousity of Mr. Glenn Andrews 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa the writer has been given 
a 1947 Introduction To Theology in syllabus form 
by Dr. Cornelius Van Til, the learned theologian 
and brilliant philosopher of Westminster Theologi- 
cal Seminary. From his first chapter we cull these 
helpful words on the meaning of systematic 
theologv: 


“Systematic Theology is a comprehensive 
statement of the truth about God as revealed 
in His Word ... We wish to know all that 
God wishes us to know about anything, but in 
theology God Himself is the center of our 
interest ... After the entrance of sin into 
the world, Christ is the only way through 
Whom God can be known. He is not only the 
one through Whom we can more fully than 
otherwise know the Father; it is through Him 
alone that we can come to the Father. Further- 
more, Christ is God, so that when we know 
Him we know God ... We are made in the 
image of God and it is not for us to assume 
the role of judge and determine what sort of 
Christ and what sort of God we want ... This 
objective revelation of God to man is deposited 
in Scripture. In the Scriptures God reveals 
Himself. It is therefore to the Scriptures 
that we turn for a comprehensive statement 
about the knowledge of God. The creeds of 
the Church are, as far as their content is 
concerned, no more than a systematic state- 
ment of the truth of Scripture ... The stand- 
ards are based on the Scriptures.” 


“It is a God-given duty that we should take 
the content of Scripture and bring it together 
into a systematic whole ... What is simply 
our plain God-given task is, at the same time, 
most profitable for our spiritual life ... The 
unity and organic character of our personality 
demands that we have unified knowledge at 
the basis of our action. If we do not pay 
attention to the whole of Biblical truth as 4 
system, we become doctrinally one-sided, an 
doctrinal one-sidedness is bound to issue i 
spiritual one-sidedness ... A study of syste- 
matic theology will help men to preach theo- 
logically. It will help to make men proclaim 
the whole counsel of God.” —Wn. C. R. 
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The Task Of Theology 
According To Karl Barth 


There has just come to hand a statement of the 
purpose of theology or dogmatics, as that was 
resented at the University of Bonn in the summer 
of 1947 by Professor Karl Barth. Of course, 
different people take different interpretations of 
Barth varying all the way from utter opposition to 
slavish imitation. In between there are some of us 
who like to find good things in his teachings and to 
present that testimony. So, from his chapter on 
the Task of Dogmatics, we quote: 


“Dogmatics -is the science in which the 
Church, in accord with the present position 
of her knowledge concerning the content of 
her preaching, takes account of herself, in a 
critical manner, that is, according to the 
standard of the Holy Scripture and under the 
direction of her knowledge of it.” 


“Dogmatics ... arises outwardly from the 
fact that the proclamation of the Church is in 
danger of erring. Dogmatics is the testing of 
the doctrine and proclamation of the Church, 
not an arbitrary testing from a freely chosen 
standpoint but from the standpoint of the 
Church, which is here the only proper stand- 
point. That means concretely: Dogmatics 
measures the proclamation of the Church by 
the standard of the Holy Scripture of the Old 
and the New Testaments. The Holy Scripture 
is the document of the foundation, of the in- 
nermost life of the Church, the document of 
the epiphany of the WORD of God in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. We have no other 
document of this life-foundation of the Church, 
and where the Church is living she will have to 
measure herself again and again by this 
standard. Dogmatics cannot be carried on 
unless this standard remains visible. The 
question must always be repeated: What is 
the testimony? Not the testimony of my 
thoughts, of my heart, but the testimony of 
the apostles and prophets as testimony from 
God’s self-testimony. A dogmatics which no 
longer held this testimony before its eyes 
would be of no significance.” Dogmatik in 
Grundries, Die Aufgabe. —Wm. C.R 


Qe 


Some Things Dr. Alexander 
Failed To Report 


_ We had not planned to report the meeting held 
In the North Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
Atlanta, Georgia, Sunday afternoon, January 4. 
This gathering was for the purpose of discussing 
the issues involved in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church’s membershin in the Federal Council of 
Churches. It was for a local audience and there- 
fore we did not see any necessity of reporting it. 
But inasmuch as Dr. John M. Alexander has given 
a biased report of it in The Outlook of January 26, 
1948, we desire to present a few facts and raise 
Several questions omitted in his unhappy report. 


To begin with Dr. Alexander is wrong in stating 
that it was not the kind of meeting the sponsors 
had planned. The sponsors were not forced to per- 
mit the other side to have speakers in order to get 
the use of a church as he implies. Several churches 
Were available for a meeting with only the Anti- 
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Federal Council side to be presented. But the 
sponsors of their own accord voluntarily agreed to 
have both sides presented. It seems to us that this 
accusation comes with very bad grace from one of 
the Pro-Federal Council men when shortly before 
the meeting in North Avenue a meeting of the 
Westminster Fellowship of the Synod of Georgia 
was held in the Decatur Presbyterian Church— 
at which meeting the Pro-Federal Council men had 
their side presented and refused to allow the Anti- 
Federal Council side to be presented. The West- 
minster Fellowship of the whole Synod was sup- 
posed to represent the whole Church in Georgia, 
yet it scheduled only the Pro-Federal Council and 
the Pro-Church Union side and denied the request 
of the other sides for any speakers. 


Another fact is that from all the information we 
could secure the liberals did not want this meeting 
and many of them did all they could to discourage 
it. They predicted that there would “not be a 
corporal’s guard present.”” Some of the ministers 
refused to announce it. In spite of this there was 
an overflow crowd and chairs were placed in the 
aisles to accomodate as many as possible. From 
all indications this overflow group did not make 
the liberals very happy. 


As to the matter of questions, we were informed 
by the Elders who asked us to have a part on the 
program that the advocates of the Federal Council 
requested that no questions be asked. We regret- 
ted this as we have always permitted questions to 
be asked in all the meetings we have held. 


Dr. Alexander implied in his report that Dr. 
Buttrick, then President of the Federal Council, 
objected to Myron Taylor’s appointment to the 
Vatican. According to our information, when the 
late President Roosevelt sent Mr. Taylor to the 
Vatican he called in Dr. Buttrick, then President 
of the Federal Council, and told him that he would 
be glad to have him give him his point of view on 
matters of interest from time to time. The story 
was given out by the White House in such a way 
as to indicate that Dr. Buttrick had given his tacit 
approval to the sending of Mr. Taylor to the 
Vatican. It is a well known fact that the pro- 
Federal Council Christian Century came out in a 
strong editorial condemning the pusillanimous 
stand of Buttrick. We have discussed this matter 
with a leader of the Southern Baptist Convention 
who took the initiative in the fight against Mr. 
Taylor’s representation and he said that he felt 
that the editorial of the Christian Century was 
written on the basis of the report from the White 
House. He also added that so far as he has been 
connected with the fight Dr. Buttrick has never 
been active in opposing the appointment of Taylor 
or in trying to have him recalled. 


“To confirm the accuracy of the above state- 
ment we now quote a paragraph from an editorial 
in ‘The Christian Century’ of January 10, 1940, 
Page 39, by Editor C. C. Morrison. The editorial 
was called, ‘An UnAmerican Appointment.’ ” 


“That American Non-Catholics may not awake 
is indicated by the ingenious manner in which the 
Federal Council has fallen into line with Mr. Roose- 
velt’s strategem. The thinnest part of the scheme 
is that in which Mr. Roosevelt makes a gesture as 
if to include Protestants and Jews on a parity with 
the Roman Catholic Church. Dr. Buttrick’s letter 
accepting the President’s invitation to call at the 
White House (!) carried no suggestion that the ap- 
pointment of an Ambassador to the Vatican might 
be unacceptable to the Protestant Churches which 
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he represented or to Non-Catholic Americans gen- 
erally. On the contrary, it went the full length 
into this UnAmerican scheme, even hailing it as 
affording ‘a public opportunity to express our cor- 
dial greetings to His Holiness the Pope,’ as if this 
opportunity had been awaiting the exercise of 
come official action by a political head!” 


Now since Dr. Alexander is in the mood to raise 
questions we wonder if he would like to answer 
the following: 


1. Did the Federal Council have as prominent a 
part in the organization of the World Council as 
one of the speakers for the Council claimed? 


The World Council of Churches had its beginning 
in the Conference on Life and Work in Oxford in 
1937 and the Council of Faith and Order in Edin- 
burgh the same year. These conferences were 
both world-wide in their representation and were 
composed of official delegates representing the 
churches composing the Councils. 


The Federal Council was not the creator of the 
World Council of Churches and has no official 
connection with it. The Federal Council members 
present at Oxford and Edinburgh were there as 
representatives of their respective churches by 
appointment of their respective churches. Any 
Federal Council members present at Oxford and 
Edinburgh were there as representatives of the 
respective denomination that appointed them. 


The Federal Council did try to make the World 
Council a council of councils, but Arch bishop 
Temple insisted that it be a council of churches. 


2. Did the Federal Council have as important a 
place in world relief as this same speaker claimed 
for it? The World Council had its own program of 
relief represented in our Church by Dr. Vernon 
Broyles. We wonder if he is acquainted with the 
fact that the National Association of Evangelicals 
instituted a Commission for Relief which has sent 
more than two million dollars worth of food and 
clothing to the sufferers of Europe and the Orient. 
According to government reports the average cost 
of administration by all licensed relief agencies is 
8.2 to 8.4 percent, but the National Association of 
Evangelicals administered this amount with a cost 
of only 1.7 to 2 percent. (The cost varies from 
month to month.) Some denominations had their 
own plans. As a matter of fact, the Federal 
Council is not the author of the entire relief pro- 
gram. Let us look at the facts. 


In the reports of our representatives on the 
World Council of Churches there have been almost 
yearly references to the World Council’s work of 
reconstruction and relief. 






In the 1944 report there is reference to the 
Council’s Department of Reconstruction of Chris- 
tian Institutions in Europe. 


In 1945 there is reference to the fact that the 
Commission on World Council Service had been 
set up with Dr. Robbins W. Barstow as Director. 
The 1946 report states that the American Section 
of the World Council is seeking through the Com- 
mission on World Service a minimum of $14,500,- 
000 in the next four years. In 1947 our represent- 
ative reported that in order to coordinate the 
various agencies concerning war relief the Council’s 
Commission on World Service was merging with the 
relief agencies of the Foreign Missions Council of 
North America, the Federal Council of Churches, 





—<—<——— 


and the United Council of Church Women to form 
one organization known as Church World Service. 


The Federal Council was not the creator of the 
Church World Service. The Federal Coungi!’s 
efforts with that of other organizations concerned 
with relief work was taken over by the World 
Council. Though the Federal Council, which claims 
everything, claimed this also (see Assembly Minutes 





































































































































1947 page 212) the merger of the various agencies a 
doing relief work was initiated by the World Coup. he cro’ 
cil and the Director of the World Council continues or F 
to direct the whole enterprise. 7 
8. Did the Federal Council in its plenary session & steeple 
interpret the doctrinal statement as being an af. Min the 
firmation of the Deity of Christ in keeping with J having 
historic Christianity, or did only the Executive (in them 
Committee take this action? One of the speakers J found 
on the Federal Council side said that the Federal — the gla 
Council, but the action of the 1942 Assembly which — sin to 
was introduced by this writer and addressed to the i take fr 
Federal Council never got to the nlenary session J seem 5! 
so far as we have been able to learn. seated 
4. Did the speaker for the Federal Council quote — 
the Confession adequately when he said that our The 
Westminster Confession authorizes the Church to & one, ta 
petition the State? He made this quotation to & protest 
justify the action of the Federal Council in appear. J of the 
ing before six committees last year. We would like & the na 
for you to note that the Westminster Confession the a 
authorizes the use of humble petition “only in & agains 
cases extraordinary” and there would hardly have & In the 
been that many extraordinary cases in a year of & People 
peace. then 
5. Why did Dr. Alexander fail to tell in this pS 
report that one of the speakers for the Federal image 
Council accused one of our most distinguished coffin 
Ruling Elders of lying? When one of the speakers coffin 
for the Federal Council on this program wrote in and fi 
another of our Church papers that the Federal Bip. y 
Council had only received from our Church the peopl 
pitiful sum of $1,500, this same Ruling Elder 
pointed out that instead of $1,500 the 1946 record Wh 
of the Biennial report of the Federal Council & open 
revealed that the Council had received $7,194.00 & had 1 
(see page 332-333) from our Church. He did not & andn 
accuse the brother of lying, but instead sent a & comm 
copy of his reply to him at the same time he sent & “aids 
the corrected amount to one of our Church papers. & but 1 
When Dr. Alexander submits his next report we So, W 
trust he will give the proof of the sharp and u- § “4! 
kind statements he made in the Sentember 29 issue Chur 
of the Outlook to the effect that those who oppose ur 
the Federal Council do so because the Council puts W 
personality above profits and the service motive begu 
above the profit motive. Our Christian business ff hegi 
men who support our Church generously are still & the 
waiting for this proof. —J.R.R. used 
Unpopular Doctrine m.. 
{ am well aware that a scheme of doctrine Prot 
wnich leads us to dwell upon our own excellence is § ‘V™! 
more popular than one which tells us of our shame It 
ful and miserable poverty. Nothing is more we- ff p,,, 
come to the human mind than flattery; and there save 
tore when man hears his natural powers extoll said 
ne is only too ready to listen and to believe. Such pres 
is the blindness of self-love that we easily persuade ff tp, 








ourselves that there is nothing hateful in human 
nature. But if we give heed to teachers who direct 
our thoughts to our own excellences, we must 
come involved in the grossest ignorance, and cal 
never come to the true knowledge of ourselves. 
—John Calvin. 
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The Symbols Of Our Church 


By Rev. John Neville 
Horseshoe, N. C. 


Today, if we were looking for a symbol of the 
Christian Church, I am sure we would find it in 
the cross. We like to think of the Cross of Christ 
gs its symbol. We like to picture it in our minds 
on some old church building on top of a very high 
steeple. As a rule, tho’ this has not been the case 
in the past, yet today, more and more, we are 
having the cross, not only on our buildings, but also 
in them. Just a few years ago the onlv color to be 
found in our church buildings was the color in 
the glass windows. Most of our members felt it a 
sn to bring anything into the church that would 
take from the bareness of the building. This may 
seem strange to many today, but there was a deep- 
seated reason for this thought, going back to the 
Reformation. 


The reasons for the Reformation were two-fold: 
one, to draw the veople closer to God, the other to 
protest against the church of the day, the church 
of the day being the Roman Catholic Church. Thus 
the name Protestant, because they protested against 
the action of Rome. One thing they protested 
against was: What was found in their churches! 
In these churches were found the bones of saints, 
people that the Church of Rome had made saints; 
then there were all kinds of marble images and 
relics; images of Christ, most of which centered 
around the death of Christ. In some instances, the 
image of the dead Christ would be placed in a 
coffin, in the front of the church. That side of the 
coffin faced by the congregation would be removed 
and fitted with glass, or else left open. That is what 
the worshipper would see. All these things the 
people worshipped. 


When the Reformation came, and with it the 
open Bible, it was found that the Church of Rome 
had left out the second commandment altogether 
and made up for the shortage by dividine the tenth 
commandment into two parts. Not only were these 
“aids to worship” contrary to the command of God, 
but they were also a hindrance to pure worship. 
So, when the Reformation came, one of the protests 
was that all these so-called “‘aids to worship” were 
removed from the church, therefore the Protestant 
Church was bare. 


Within the last few years the pendulum has 
begun to swing in the other direction. We are 
beginning to decorate our churches, covering up 
the bare spots, and one of the most frequently 
used objects is the cross. 


Now the cross is a very important part of our 
Worship, but it is not the symbol the Christian 


Protestant Church should use, if there must be a 
symbol. 


It is the cross that appeals to our devotional life. 
Paul said, “That I might know nothing among you 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” And again he 
said, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
Preach the Gospel; not with wisdom of words, lest 
the Cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 

or the preaching of the cross is to them that 
Perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved, it 
is the power of God.” And again he says: “But 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci- 
fied unto me, and I unto the world.” Surely the 


cross played a very important part in Paul’s re- 
ligion, and it was this cross that kept him humble, 
warmed his heart, and made it possible for him to 


give his life in service for others that he might 
glorify God. 


Even in His teachings Christ did not leave out 
the cross, for He said, ““Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whosoever will save his life will 
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s, fhe same shall save it. For 
what shall it profit a man if he should gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what should 
a man give in exchange for his soul.” 


So, the cross plays a very important part in our 
religion, and we have every right to magnify it 
and reverence it, but we are not to worship it or 
substitute it for our faith in God and the worship 
due Him. 


Some of our greatest hymns are centered around 
the cross, and as we sing them we are drawn closer 
to God and our souls are lifted up when we sing: 


When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Then, the song that is so expressive: 


Upon the cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 
And from my smitten heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess, 
The wonders of His glorious love 
And my unworthiness. 


And who among us was not brought up on this 
song and does not claim it as his very own: 


Alas! and did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 
At the cross, at the cross 
Where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by faith I received my sight 
And now I am happy all the day. 


There is one other hymn I should like to mention, 
tho there are many others you might call to mind. 
This one is not as old as the others, but like them, 
it has worked its way into our hearts and we are 
better because someone had the vision and wrote 
it down for us: 


On a hill far away stood an old rugged. cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame, 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown. 


But, if we put too much emphasis on the cross, if 
we make it our symbol and place it above all else, 
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then we may find ourselves as the Italians and all 
other Roman Catholic countries, we will be worship- 
ping a dead Christ. 


A better symbol for the Christian Church would 
be the Resurrection of The Open Tomb. It was the 
Resurrection that gave new life to those lost in 
despair, it gave them hope that put new courage 
into their lives; it so filled their lives that even 
those who came in contact with them felt its power. 
We might well imagine how the disciples felt after 
the crucifixion, with their faith shattered, their 
hope gone, and fear filling their lives. Then came 
the women with the message, “He is risen’? and we 
are told that Peter and John ran to the tomb. The 
Resurrection calls for action and life, doing and 
accomplishing things for the Master. 


When the disciples voted on another to take the 
place of Judas who had killed himself, the one 
requirement was that he “must be ordained to be 
a witness with us of his resurrection.” 


When the disciples went out to preach they 
— thru Jesus the Resurrected from the 
dead.” 


And when Paul went to Athens and preached 
there, he preached the same thing the other 
disciples had preached: The Resurrection. “And 
some said, What will this babbler say? Others said, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: 
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the 
Resurrection.” 


Paul gives us the importance of this great 
doctrine as he sums it up in I Cor. 15th chapter, 
that great Resurrection chapter, in these words: 
“But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then 
is Christ not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we have testified that 
he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so 
be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised; And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 


As we study the Old Testament we see that the 
power of God is brought out. We see it when He 
created the worlds; when He brought the Children 
of Israel out of Egypt; in the Book of Job; 
throughout the Psalms, and in the prophets. 


Jesus in answering the Sadducees brings out the 
power of God in referring to the Resurrection when 
He said: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, 
nor the vnower of God.” 


And Paul has brought out the power of God in 
a most wonderful way, and also His willingness to 
give us that power. Eph. 1: 19-20: “What is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places.” And as we turn to 
our hymn books and sing the songs pertaining to 
His Resurrection, we see that they are songs of 
triumph and victory, and they stir our spirits that 
we might do greater things for Him. 


All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


But there is another symbol, which I think far 
more appropriate for our churches to use, and that 
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is “The Open Book.” The Word of God. We migh 
say that the Bible is the road map for our journey 
thru life. Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth ang 
the truth shall make ye free.”’ How shall we know 
the truth without the Bible? Again He said, “y, 
do err not knowing the Scriptures.” John tel 
us: “And many other. signs truly did Jesus in th 
presence of His disciples, which are not written jy 
this book; but these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: 
and that believing ye might have life thru Hj 
name.” How can we know, in order to believe 
without the Word of God? Paul sums it all up in 
these words: “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof 
for correction, for instruction in_ righteousness: 
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” Can this be fy. 
filled without the Open Bible? 


I spoke of the bareness of our churches, but 
there is one thing about our churches that eve 
the architecture is planned to bring out, and that js 
the Open Bible. In our churches we have the center 
aisle, not to bring out the beautv of a wedding, 
nor because it is the best way to seat the congreg:. 
tion, but that when one enters the door one may 
look down that aisle that leads to the Open Bible 
The Open Bible is the very center of our architec. 
ture and the center of our worship. 


The CROSS is to keep us humble; The RESUR. 
RECTION to give us a vision; The BIBLE to build 
and mould our characters. Not only will it builj 
and mould character for the individual, but it wil 
also make nations great and mighty. 


The British Empire has often been spoken of as 
the Eighth Wonder of the World. It is told that 
representative from India once in talking to Queen 
Victoria, asked how England, a small island could 
reach out and rule so much of the world. It is said 
that Queen Victoria placed her hand on the Bible 
which was on a table at her side, and said “This is 
the reason.” We might well wonder what would be 
the result in England today if they went back to 
the Open Bible. 


We often think of the United States as a country 
much greater than Brazil. In terms of power, that 
may be true, but in natural resources, it is not the 
case. It has been said that the difference in power 
is due to the fact that when the first settlers came 
to this country they came for religious purposes, 
to worship their God; while those going to Brazil 
went seeking their fortunes, or gold. That is not 
altogether the case, the cause for the difference 
in the greatness of the two countries goes deeper 
than that, for the first act of those going to Brazil 
was that of worship. But, in this country_they 
brought the Open Bible, and those going to Brazil 
had no such book! 


The CROSS was caused by the hand of man, td 
show forth the grace of God. 


The RESURRECTION was caused by the hand of 
God, to show forth the power of God. 


The BIBLE was caused by the influence of God, 
to show forth the will of God. 


_ Make it then “A lamp unto your feet, and 4 
light unto your path.” 


“READ it to be wise, 
BELIEVE it to be secure, and 
PRACTICE it to be holy.” 
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Student Work’s Stake In The 
Program Of Progress 


In the Presbyterian Church, U. S., the Student 
Christian Movement is known as The Westminster 
Fellowship. From the church by the edge of the 
campus, or a church-supported student center, the 
church ministers to its students. There are now 
some 45,000 Presbyterian students in the colleges 
within the bounds of our Assembly, as well as 
more than two thousand Presbyterian professors. 
To work with these students we now have a 
splendid corps of directors of student work and 
ministers to students. Our Church believes that 
these students will be the leaders in tomorrow’s 
world, and it wants them to be Christians in their 
chosen vocations . . . It also wants to preserve and 
deepen their loyalty to the Church. 








Our hope is that the salaries of our workers with 
students will be paid by Synods through Synods’ 
Committees on Student Work. But in addition to 
these salaries, new and larger buildings are es- 
sential if we are to have an adequate program. 
Long-planned Campaigns are now under way in 
the Synods of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and 
West Virginia for student center buildings for the 
major institutions therein. Further, the university 
churches where are located the largest concentra- 
tions of Presbyterian students (Texas - 2,200; Mis- 
souri - 1,600; North Carolina - 1,300; West Vir- 
ginia - 1,100) all must erect new church plants to 
take care of the vastly enlarged congregations. 
Still other college churches must be erected. All 
of these building needs total a minimum of three 
million dollars. Such a burden is too great for 
Synods to bear unaided. This is where the Pro- 
gram of Progress comes in with reference to 
Student Work! 


———_—_———_ 


Negro Work In The Program 
Of Progress 


Three facts challenge our most earnest con- 
sideration: 


1. The Church expects progress in meeting our 
responsibility to the Negro in our Southland. 


2. The Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work 
= created to provide guidance in making this 
advance, 


3. The Program of Progress is a channel whereby 
this responsibility reaches the local Church for its 
consideration and support. 


The Program of Progress was created for such 
atime and for such a need as this. The problems 
7 soatesing. Christ is the only answer in Negro 

ork, 


Latest available reports indicate that there are 
5,530,488 unreached Negroes in our Church’s area. 
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Is this a worthy challenge? The Catholic Church 
believes it is, and speaks of it as America’s Number 
One Home Mission Need. The Communists believe 
it is. Do not be surprised to hear of Communist 
followers among Negroes. It is surprising that 
there are not more. The work of Communists 
among Negroes would put our meager efforts to 
shame. We believe that these other groups do not 
have the answer. Christ is the only answer. 


The Program of Progress lists a few of the 
urgent needs of the Committee on Negro Work: 
Stillman Institute, Increase in Ministers’ Salaries, 
and Repairs to Church Buildings and Manses. For 
each of the five years we are asking $50,000.00, a 
total of $250,000.00. This sum, in most Churches, 
will be raised by increased amount in the benevo- 
lence budget. It is therefore essential that local 
Churches respond to this appeal, which is based on 
the belief of our Church that Christ is the only 
answer, especially for the Negro. 


Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary, 
Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work. 


—_—@———— 


To Train More 
Christian Workers 
By Henry Wade DuBose* 


Around the world today Christianity faces a 
crisis quite similar to that which it faced at the 
beginning of the Christian era. In every land 
anti-Christian forces aggressively oppose the Gospel 
of Christ, and seek to destroy its influence. At the 
same time, millions of people yearn for some way 
of escape from the current chaos, for some message 
of hope. 


Christ is the only answer. And the Church is 
the only agency that can make Christ known. In 
the providence of God, human destiny waits upon 
the ministry of men and women who know Christ 
and are consecrated to His service. 


Never was there more urgent need for a host of 
devoted and competent Christian workers. “The 
harvest is plenteous, but the laborers are few.’”’ God 
is calling for men and women who will give their 
lives to making Christ known and to teaching 
people to observe His commandments. 


To this task God calls laymen as well as minis- 
ters, women as well as men. It was so from the 
beginning. The Apostles began their work as lay- 
men. “Help those women who labor with me in 
the gospel,” pled the Apostle Paul. Today the 
Church is becoming keenly aware of its urgent need 
for lay workers, trained for Christian service. 
Pastors are pleading for lay assistants. Mission 
fields are calling for laymen as well as ministers, 
for women as well as men. Juvenile delinquency 
and widespread ignorance of the Word of God 
make glaringly evident the need for competent 
Bible teachers. 


In selecting the General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers as the major beneficiary 
of its 1948 Birthday Offering, the Woman’s Auxili- 
ary of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has chal- 
lenged the women of our Church to devote their 
gifts to a cause that is vital to all the causes of the 
Church. Into every synod of the Church and 
every mission field, alumnae of the Training School 
have gone, to render faithful and effective service 
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to the cause of Christ. By their loyal support of 
the Training School throughout its history, the 
women of the Church have contributed largely to 
this result. 








Today the Church is calling for many more 
trained workers. To meet this increasing need the 
General Assembly has instructed the Training 
School to expand its program. The 1948 Birthday 
Gift will make this expansion possible. 









For the pastors who need help, for the young 
people who need leaders, for the Church agencies 
that are calling for qualified workers, and for the 
trustees and faculty of the Assembly’s Training 
School, I want to thank the leaders of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary for making the Training School a bene- 
ficiary of its next Birthday Offering, and the 
women of the Church for their generous interest 
in this vital cause. ‘‘We thank God and take 
courage.” 


















*President of the General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers. 


—_——__>—————_ 


To Develop Our Church 


Home 
By J. Rupert McGregor* 


Lessaxthan a month ago I listened to a British 
educator,“ who is now a professor at New York 
Univers@y, tell a large gathering of College and 
University, presidents and deans that a real ex- 
planation of why the millions of Americans turn to 
the movies, the radio, and comics every day might 
be found in three words, namely: escapism, depend- 
ability and credulity. Millions of people, in their 
present plight and fears, seek to escape, have to 
depend upon something, and readily accept any 
promised security or way out. Colonel Roy Le- 
Craw, director of the Presbyterian Program of 





















Sunset Or Dawning 
Light? 


“But the path of the righteous is as the dawning 


light, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” —Proverbs 4:18 A.S.V. 






Does the Christian life get better and better all 
the time here on earth? The question may bring a 
twisted smile from some cynic. “Don’t make me 
laugh,” he says. “Do you call life better when your 
closest loved one has been gone for many years, 
when your eyes get filmed over so you can hardly 
tell light from darkness, when your artificial teeth 
make your gums sore, when you have to wear 
some hateful hearing apparatus that keeps your 
nerves on edge, when never a day goes by without 
aches and pains, when you have to be cared for by 
other people and you feel you are a nuisance and 













The Places Of Hidden Strength 


By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger., Jr. 
Augusta, Ga. 
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Progress, is stirring large groups of men and tional 
women across our Church as he tells us that the jm beauti! 
Church has the only Way for man, and that wha (surance 
the Church has is the only thing that will saye us = minish 
from Communism and another war. preser’ 
Montreat, our Church home, was established fo =. 
religious and educational purposes, to be realize ~ Gor 
in religious conferences and educational jinstity. a SI 
tions. How well that purpose has been fulfilled js garkn 
attested by the tens of thousands of people of ow & atte! 
own Church and other churches who speak with® faith; 
gratitude of what Montreat has meant to them, gincer’ 
I have heard, from many, such words as these, “| which 
received the inspiration at Montreat that led me ty may i 
begin putting my Church as a first in my life” B the 1 
One of our able ministers told his congregation despa 
that he was at Montreat in conference when he was 
fully directed to enter the ministry. Who ca Psa 
estimate the spiritual influence of the twenty-seven am Cc 
Conferences that we have had at Montreat in this thou 
year? Was not Dr. E. M. Conover, director of the cried 
National Bureau of Architecture, correct when he 
wrote me, “I consider Montreat one of the great —— 
assets of America’’? 
The Trustees of the Board of Directors of Mon. 
treat are sincerely appreciative of the graciousnes 
of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., in including Montreat as one Objec. 
tive of the 1948 Birthday Offering. The woma 
of the Church can be assured that the gift wil 
greatly help in enabling Montreat to bring a spir. 
itual blessing to the whole life of our Church. 
Montreat has meant a very great deal to the 
development and strength of our Woman’s Work. 
We are eager to serve you in a better way. This 
gift of yours, with the gifts of others, assures you 
of further development of Montreat as it seeks to T 
serve the children, the youth, and the men and is ec 
women of our Church. gray 
ee “Th 
*President of Mountain Retreat Association, I we 
Montreat, N. C. whi 
the 
(Lu 
Lor 
logi 
the 
Aut 
Wo 
1 
as 
the 
in the way, when you can’t even go to church 4 
much less render any service?” 
The cynic makes a pretty strong case. At first 
he seems to give a crushing answer to our question | 
with his question. But the Scripture says that the to 
Christian life does or should get better. The path “n 
of the earnest believer should grow brighter all of 
the way through death and into the realms of ut- ha 
fading light. be 


Is this possible? Let us observe that the inspired 
writer of Proverbs was not referring to bodily 


health or vigor. He was referring to the path ot he 
the way or the pilgrimage of the soul. It is God's A 
design for a Christian to find more and more o Ps 
the divine illumination in his Bible reading and 0! 
praying and sense of God’s presence. . 

This is not to say that there will not be cloudy th 
days in old age. Bodily weakness and suffering 4 t 


must emphatically affect our mental and emt 
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tional states. Our Confession of Faith wisely and 
peautifully says: “True believers may have the as- 
surance of their salvation divers ways shaken, di- 
minished, and intermitted; as, by negligence in 
preserving of it; by falling into some special sin, 
which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the 
Spirit; by some~sudden or vehement temptation; 
by God’s withdrawing the light of His countenance, 
and suffering even such as fear Him to walk in 
darkness and to have no light; yet are they never 
utterly destitute of that need of God, and life of 
faith; that love of Christ and the brethren; that 
sincerity of heart and conscience of duty; out of 
which, by the operation of the Spirit, this assurance 
may in due time be revived, and by the which, in 
the meantime, they are supported from utter 
despair.” —Chap. XVIII, Para. IV. 


Psalm 31:22 is apt: “For I said in my haste, I 
am cut off from before thine eyes; nevertheless 
thou heardest the voice of my supplication when I 
cried unto thee.” 
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The Christian who just keeps on trusting and 
obeying should and will find as he looks back that 
the light has been brighter all the way. 


Dr. Pell tells the story of Moody’s triumphant 
end. On the morning of the last day the great 
evangelist seemed to realize that death was near. 
Suddenly with opened eyes he exclaimed: “Earth 
is receding; heaven is opening; God is calling.” 
Then later he said: “No pain; no valley. Is 
death? This isn’t bad; it’s sweet; this is bliss.” 
on noon he drew his last breath as in a peaceful 
sleep. 


There is a principle here. Though the circum- 
stances of each life are peculiar, God leads the 
trusting, obedient Christian nearer and nearer to 
Himself until—lo! the perfect day! 


We speak of life’s sunset. That is natural and 
human. It is better to speak of dawning light and 
perfect day. That is scriptural and divine. 

—C.N.W. III. 


The Book Of Psalms (I) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-fifth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 


Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 


brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The third division of the Old Testament books 
is commonly known as (The Writings or The Hagio- 
grapha. After His resurrection, our Lord said: 
“These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the Law of Moses, and in 
the prophets, and in the psalms concerning me 
(Luke 24:44). By this designation, The Psalms, the 
Lord probably intended to single out the Christo- 
logical book, par excellence of the third division of 
the Old Testament. (See the writer’s article, The 
Authority of the Old Testament in The Infallible 
Word, Philadelphia, 1946). 


The ancient Jews regarded three of The Writings 
as being, in the strict sense, poetical books, and 
these three books were provided with a special set 
of poetical accents. These three were Job, Psalms 
and Proverbs. 


i) 


The Poetical Books 


The poetry of the Old Testament is not confined 
to the three books just mentioned. Indeed, poetry 
occurs in many books. In the Psalms we find poetry 
of a lyrical, devotional nature, whereas in Job we 
have what might be called didactic poetry, and the 
book of Proverbs contains didactic lyrics. 


Hebrew poetry possesses its own characteristics, 
owever. For one thing a poetic vocabulary is used. 
Again, the use of acrostics is not infrequent, Cf. 
Psalms 119. However, the principal characteristic 
of Hebrew poetry is parallelism. Parallelism con- 
sists in a correspondence of the various members of 
a sentence one with another. An example will make 
this clear. Take the first verse of the well known 
twenty third Psalm. “The Lord is my shepherd: I 
shall not want.” 


In this sentence there are two members, each of 
which bears a relationship to the other. They are 
said to stand in a parallel construction. The Lord 
is my shepherd, and therefore, because of this fact, 
I shall not want. There are various types of this 
parallelism represented in the Psalms and other 
poetical portions of the Old Testament. We shall, 
however, consider here only the principal kinds. 


(a.) Synonymous parallelism, in which the same 
thought is repeated in different words in each 
member of the verse. “Lord, who shall abide in 
thy tabernacle?—-Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” 
(Psalm 15:1). It will be noted here that in each 
member of the line, the same thought is expressed, 
but in slightly differing words. Consider again: 
“Let not the foot of pride come against me—and 
let not the hand of the wicked remove me” (Psalms 
36:11). Here again, let it be noted, the Psalmist 
expresses essentially the same thought by means of 
different words. The reader should read through 
the Psalms aloud, noting the frequent recurrence 
of this type of parallelism. It will make the entire 
Book take on a new and richer meaning. 


(b.) Antithetic parallelism, in which the second 
member of the line expresses the obverse of the 
thought expressed in the first member. “A wise 
son maketh a glad father—but a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother” (Proverbs 10:1). Or 
again, “For evildoers shall be cut off—but those 
that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth” (Psalm 37:9). Here the antithesis is 
between evildoers and those that wait upon the 
Lord. The antithesis extends also to the respective 
futures of the two classes. The evildoers on the one 
hand, they shall be cut off. Those that wait upon 
the Lord, however, they shall inherit the earth. 


(c.) Synthetic parallelism in which the second 








Page 12 






member explains or adds to the first. “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). 
It will be seen here that the second member adds 
additional information to that which is given in 
the first. 


(d.) Chiastic parallelism, in which the individual 
members are arranged in a chiastic or introverted 
order. Thus: 


(a) “Have mercy upon me, O God, (b) according 
to thy lovingkindness: (b) according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies (a) blot out my 
transgressions.” (Psalm 51:1). 


It will be noted here that the two imperatives, 
have mercy, and blot out, correspond to one 
another. Thus we have an introverted arrangement, 
namely, a, b—b, a. If the reader will read this 
passage slowly aloud, he will note the effectiveness 
of this device. In fact, it would be well to make a 
note of the parallelism which occurs in each verse 
of the Psalms, for this will lead to a better under- 
standing of Hebrew poetry. 


There are those who believe that Hebrew poetry 
possesses meter. However, the whole question of 
metrics in Hebrew is a disputed one, and the 
present writer would not lay much stress upon the 
question of meter as applied to the Psalms. 


The Book Of Psalms 


A cursory glance at the heading of many of the 
Psalms will reveal that many of these Psalms claim 
to have been written by David. In recent years, 
this claim has been subjected to severe criticism 
and by many has been rejected as not trustworthy. 
The present writer believes that there is real war- 
rant for believing in the Davidic authorship of 
many of the Psalms. At least, David did write 
Psalms. We should note the following considera- 
tions. 


1. The age of David was a fitting one for the 
composition of some of the Psalms. It must be 
remembered that David had conquered Jerusalem 
and had built up the kingdom as had never been 
done before his time. A nationalistic consciousness 
prevailed. 


2. David himself was a skillful muscian. This is 
seen by the fact that he was able to play well 
before Saul. Furthermore, the prophet Amos makes 
reference to this ability of David’s (Amos 6:5). 
Evidently, then, in ancient Israel, David did have 
the reputation of playing well. Now, it must not be 
thought that David was the only one that could 
play. Doubtless, there were many musicians in 
those days; David, however, was distinguished by 
his particular ability to play. He was an accomp- 
lished musician. While we today do not under- 
stand precisely the musical nature of the Psalms, 
it appears that they had a musical nature. Surely 
David was such a one as possessed the requisite 
musical knowledge for the composition of Psalms. 


3. Furthermore, David was a true poet. There is 
extant a poem of David’s, the genuineness of which 
is admitted even by many who do not acknowledge 
the Davidic authorship of some of the Psalms. This 
is the lament over Saul and Jonathan, found in 2 
Samuel 1:19-27. These words were uttered after 
word had been brought about the death of David’s 
former enemy. It will be well to remember the 
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situation. During his lifetime Saul had, in a mog 
unfair and jealous manner, sought the life of 
David. Now that Saul is dead, David has the Op- 
portunity to utter his thoughts with complete free. 
dom. What, then, do we find? We find that David 
here exhibits the greatness of his heart. There js 
not one word of criticism of Saul. David says 
nothing about those unfortunate traits in Saui’s 
character, which might very well have called forth 
vengeful remarks upon the part of a person of 
lesser stature. If we ask why there is no mention 
of religion in this poem, the answer is probably 
to be found in the fact that to mention religion 
would have been to call attention to the defection 
from the Faith upon the part of Saul. It is better 
to let this go unmentioned. David says just what 
he truthfully can say, just that and no more. One 
cannot read these words without admiration for 
the magnanimous character and great heart of 
David. No mere crude warrior—chieftain would 
have spoken this way. No little soul composed this 
lament. Rather we are here face to face with one 
who is truly great in spirit. If then, David was 
able to compose this remarkable poem—and it is 
indeed remarkable—why may not he also have 
composed some of the Psalms? Surely he shows 
himself as capable of doing such a thing. 


4. David was also a man of deep feeling and of 
rich imagination. The lament over Saul and Jona- 
than, to which we have just made reference, shows 
that David was a true poet. His imagination here 
expresses itself in figures that are rich indeed. 
When we read the life of David we learn that he 
was a man of deep feeling. David at one time 
sinned deeply, but he did not sin with impunity. 
He grieved greatly over the sin which he had com- 
mitted. His intense love for his children also shows 
that he is indeed a great person. Hence, we must 
reject the idea that he was a man of mere primitive 
nature. 


5. David was also a true worshipper of the Lord 
and a man of deep religious feeling. The Psalms 
could not have been written by one who did not 
love the Lord. Throughout his life, despite his 
sinfulness, David never lost faith in the Lord God 
of Hosts. 


6. David was a man of rich and varied ex- 
perience. The author of the Psalms must have been 
such an one. As we read over David’s life, we may 
think of him as shepherd boy, warrior, leader of 
men, king, administrator, musician, writer, poet, 
religious man, parent, king, sinner. Only a person 
with such background would have had the exper- 
ience requisite for composing some of the Psalms. 


7. It should be noted also that the Bible repre- 
sents David as endued with the Spirit of God, eg., 
“and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David 
from that day forward.” (Samuel 16:13). 


8. What is of supreme importance, however, is 
the fact that the New Testament speaks of David 
as the author of some of the Psalms. For example, 
when referring to the 110th Psalm, Jesus Christ 
says, “If David then call him Lord, how is he his 
son?” (Matthew 22:45). It is impossible to escape 
the conclusion that in this verse the Lord regards 
the Psalter as Davidic. Christ speaks of David. 
Now, how did the Psalter, even in part, come to be 
attributed to David, if David was not, as a maiter 
of fact, the author of some of the Psalms? The 
same type of reference is found also in Hebrews 
4:7. It is clear therefore, that the tradition of 
Davidic authorship was well established in New 
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Testament times. It is a tradition that is much 
earlier even that this, however. In the second 
century B.C. the book of Eccliasticus says, “In 
every work of his, he gave thanks to the Holy 
One Most High with words of glory: with his whole 
heart he sang praise, and loved him that made 
him” (47:8). 


This tradition of Davidic authorship is founded, 
we believe, upon fact. The witness of the New 
Testament abundantly establishes that point. This 
does not mean that David composed every Psalm in 
the Psalter. The Psalter itself does not make such 
a claim. It does mean, however, that the book of 
Psalms is basically Davidie and that there is no 
sufficient ground for denying that those Psalms 
which claim to come from David are, as a matter 
of fact, his compositions. 


Montreat College 


The Board of Trustees of Montreat College, 
Montreat, N. C. met on Wednesday, January 21, 
1948 in Montreat. 


Members present: Dr. James L. Fowle, Chatt- 
anooga, Tenn.; Dr. T. H. Spence, Montreat; Mrs. 
J. Fred Johnson, Kingsport, Tenn.; Mr. Greer 
Johnson, Montreat; Mr. John Spicer, Asheville; Dr. 
Bernard R. Smith, Asheville; Dr. Robert A. Laps- 
ley, Jr., Roanoke, Va.; Mr. Henry Wilson, Morgan- 


ton, N. C. and Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, President ~ 


of the School. 


Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee was elected 
Chairman of the Board. Dr. Robert A. Lapsley, 
Jr. was welcomed as a new member of the Board. 
Dr. C. Grier Davis, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Asheville, N. C. was elected to the Board 
as representing the Synod of Appalachia. Dr. T. 
H. Spence resigned his place on the Board and Mr. 
George H. Wright, Asheville attorney was elected 
to succeed him. 


Announcement was made that Miss Margaret 
Spencer is no longer Dean of the Faculty and Miss 
Elizabeth Hoyt, Professor of History in the College 
is serving as Acting-Dean. 


_On reccommendation of the President the facul- 
ties of the Montreat College and the Montreat 
School for Girls were reelected. 


The Board received the report of the President, 
Dr. J. Rupert McGregor which indicated splendid 
Progress and development of the School in the 
achievement of full accreditation. 


_ Fuller plans were made for equipment and the 
Increase of endowment and approval of the em- 
ployment of a building architect and a landscape 
architect for planning the development of Greater 
Montreat College and Montreat School for Girls. 


Approval was also given by the Board of having 
the Business Department of the College arrange a 
two year Secretarial Course for which a certificate 
In Business Science will be given. 


In addition to enlarging and improving the Col- 
ege, the Board endorsed a proposal for improving 
the Montreat Camp for Girls, a summer camp. 
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Make Christ Available 
through the 


EVERY MEMBER 
CANVASS 


HINT 


See That Provision Is Made: 


1. To pay your pastor a living salary. 
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2. To adequately support the entire work 
of the Church. 


3. To honor Christ and prove the sincerity 


of your love. 


| INIATUI 


Committee on Stewardship 


404 Henry Grady Building 


Atlanta (3) Georgia 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For March 7: The Personal 
Witness Of The Christian 


Scripture: Acts 8:26-39. Devotional Reading: 
Psalms 67. 


“That thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
saving health among all nations’: such is the 
prayer of the Psalmist; such is the ultimate goal 
of the Kingdom of God, God’s “saving health” 
brings great joy to the world: “O let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy.” The earth will then 
yield her increase; the curse that has rested upon 
the very ground will be removed. 


How is His way to be known? How is this “sav- 
ing health” to be carried to all the world? 


Jesus answers these and other questions by say- 
ing: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me”: “As the 
Father sent me, even so send I you.” Part of the 
work of Christ was unique, and cannot, in the na- 
ture of the case, be duplicated by any mere man; 
His great sacrificial and atoning work, for instance. 
But He left us a very important work to do; a 
work which must be done by us. Jesus began 
preaching the “Good News” of the Kingdom; we 
are to go into all the world and proclaim this 
Gospel. 


How is this to be done? By Christians going 
forth as personal witnesses for their Saviour. We 
have a beautiful example of how this is done in 
our lesson today. There are several elements which 
enter into this picture. They are the essential fac- 
tors in spreading the Gospel: all other things, such 
as money, organization, programs, equipment, are 
secondary; good to have, but not necessary, for 
the early Church did not have them. 


The one predominating Figure Who stands be- 
hind all this witnessing is the Holy Spirit: “Ye 
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me.’ 


May we divide our lesson in this way: (1) A 
Spirit-guided Messenger; (2) A Spirit-filled Book; 
(3) A Spirit-touched Man. 


I. The Messenger - Philip - A _ Spirit-guided 
Messenger, or witness. Of the seven deacons chosen 
by the Church, two became very prominent and 
aggressive in their work: Stephen and Philip. Ste- 
phen was soon disposed of by his enemies, because 
of his zealous apd unanswerable testimony, and 
became the first Christian martyr. 


(Philip was a most successful evangelist. He went 
down to the city of Samaria and there preached 
with great power and performed miracles, so that 
a glorious revival sprang up in that city, and 
“great joy” was experienced. Peter and John were 
sent down to oversee and help.: 


In the midst of this revival, a seemingly strange 
command came to Philip: “Arise and go ... and he 
arose and went.” In these few words we can read 
the character of Philip. He was a surrendered man, 
subject to orders from His Commander. His was 
not to reason why, but simply to obey. 


His obedience had its reward. As in the case of 
Peter and the Centurion God was sending His mes. 
senger to an earnest seeker after truth, a eunuch 
of great authority under Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians. Here was a “key-man” whom God 
needed to witness for Him in that far-away coun. 
try. Philip is selected as the one to lead him to a 
personal knowledge of Christ. 


This supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit is 
most important. God tells Philip where to go, what 
to do, and what to say. Jesus said: “Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest that He would send forth la- 
borers into His harvest.’ Only the Lord of the har. 
vest can select His workers, or their fields of ser- 
vice. One of the; most outstanding facts about the 
early Church is this guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Do we seek His guidance today, or do we depend 
too much upon man-made rules and regulations? 
Some of our best missionaries have been those who 
have been almost “turned down” by some board or 
committee. D. L. Moody was advised by the official 
board of his Church that he was unfit to preach. 


II. The Book - A Spirit-filled Book - The Scrip. 
tures. The man to whom Philip was directed was 
reading a Book, and the place where he was read- 
ing was one of the most strikingly beautiful of all 
the Old Testament Prophets—the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah. 


The Book prepares the way. Faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the Word of God. (How 
true this is in the great work of the Bible Societies 
in these modern days, as they translate the Book 
into the languages of the people). 


But we do not always understand what we read. 
The natural man does not comprehend spiritual 
truth; he must be taught by the Spirit. “Under- 
Standest thou what thou readest?” 


“How can I except someone should guide me?” 
Now Philip had been fitted to guide this man. The 
Holy Spirit had illumined his mind in the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures according to the promise 
of Christ: “He shall guide you into all the truth.” 


So Philip began at this Scripture and preached 
unto him Jesus. Jesus Christ is the center of the 
Bible, and we can begin anywhere and preach Him. 
From Genesis to Revelation, the whole Book is 
written to reveal God in Christ. These are written 
that ye might believe and have eternal life, might 
2 = of all Scripture, as well as of the Gospel 
of John. 


Are we well enough acquainted with God’s Word 
so that we can preach Jesus to some lost man? Has 
the Holy Spirit illumined our minds in the know- 
ledge of Christ? 


As in the case of Cornelius, we have here the 
fact that God uses men to reach other men. This 8 
His plan. Of course the Spirit works when and 
where He pleases, but the usual method is the one 
indicated here and throughout the Book of Acts. 


Ill. The Man - A Spirit-touched Man - An Ethi- 
opian. The Ethiopian eunuch was of another race— 
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God is no respecter of persons—but he was a Spirit- 
touched man. Jesus had promised that the Holy 
Spirit would convict (convince) men of sin—the 
sin of unbelief; of righteousness—the redemptive 
activity of God, His righteousness in Christ; of 
Judgment—that the prince of this world is judged, 
condemned, and that this world age is passing 
away, 


He had been to Jerusalem to worship. He was 
like Cornelius, a devout man. He was an earnest 
seeker after truth. While at Jerusalem he had no 
doubt heard the news about Christ. His interest 
was aroused, and he was searching the Scriptures 
to see if these things could be true. 


Faith came as Philip explained the Scripture to 
him. Does it not cause a thrill whenever we see a 
man lay hold upon the truth as we try to present 
it to him? This is by far the most thrilling experi- 
ence we can have. We feel so ashamed that we 
have had so few of these rich and blessed experi- 
ences? Why do we not have more of them? 


He expressed his faith by the desire to be bap- 
tized. This is the natural thing for one to do, after 
he is converted. 


“He went on his way rejoicing.” Great joy comes 
when men turn to God. No doubt Philip, too, was 
rejoicing, as he went his way, and the angels in 
heaven as they saw another lost soul saved. The 
whole Gospel story is one of joy: it began as the 
angels sang above the manger; it ends with a “new 
song” which we will sing together in heaven. 


We were talking with one of our local ministers 
recently and he spoke of a certain man whom he 
had received in to the church: “He has not missed 
a single service since he accepted Christ, and he is 
one of the happiest men in the world.” The old, old 
story still works: there is singing and shouting 
when Jesus comes into our hearts. 


Do we not want to spread this joy into our sad 
and suffering and despairing world? Then let us 
follow Philip’s example. 


We have the Spirit-filled Book. May we seek 
with all our hearts to be Spirit-guided messengers. 
Then we feel certain that we shall find the Spirit- 
touched men and women who are lost in sin, 


——~>——_ 


Lesson For March 14: The Worth Of 
Christian Character (Temperance) 


Scripture: Acts 20:17-38; Ephesians 5:6-21. De- 
votional Reading: Philippians 4:4-9. 


“Those things which ye have both learned, and 
received and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you.” 


At first sight this verse may seem somewhat ego- 
tistical on the part of Paul, especially the phrase, 
“and seen in me, do,” but when we remember that 
Paul also said: “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” There was no “Big I” in 
Paul; his righteousness, his Christian character, 
was not his, but Christ’s. He, of all men, was most 
humble, and recognized the fact that all the good 
in him was due to the indwelling Christ. He can, 
therefore, say in all humility, “those things which 
ye have ... seen in me, do.” 
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“Conditions Are Not Ripe” 


Have You Said Or Do 
You Think? 


Hear Shakespeare’s record of the reproof of 
his shrinking and complaining generals, b 
Henry V, whose thinning forces—underfed, 
sick and war-worn—were met at Arincourt 
by a large French Army. “All things are 
ready if our minds be so.’”’ The General As- 
sembly to stimulate the minds of Presbyte- 
rians: 

(1) Called attention to “the very grave 
need” of our ministers who had to retire on 
the meagre amounts now paid annuitants. 

(2) Requested the Directors of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund “to seek and devise 
ways and means of adding to the three mil- 
lion dollar prior service fund so that our re- 
tired ministers, and those soon to be retired, 
may receive more adequate provision.” 

The Directors of the M.A.F. seek to make 
ready our minds and our hearts so that Pres- 
byterians, who usually respond to all calls 
with unusual liberality, may care now for our 
own and send immediate and liberal gifts to 
meet these conditions. 


A Check Today 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 


Wade H. Boggs . Secretary 
Wm. H. Hopper . Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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What were some of the things seen in Paul? The 
preceding verses tell us: joy, forbearance, freedom 
from anxiety, thankfulness, peace; the things 
which were true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, of 
good report, virtue, and praise. Yet Paul was not 
satisfied: “I press on,” he says, “toward the mark 
5 the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

esus.’ 


Paul is an example of the noblest sort of Chris- 
tian charcter. How much is such a character worth? 
We sometimes ask when a man dies: “How much 
was he worth?” How much was he himself worth? 
How much was he worth to the world? How much 
was he worth to God? The answer may be: “He 
was worth a million, or a hundred million dollars.” 
We do not estimate the value of a man like Paul 
in dollars and cents. It has been said of John Wes- 
ley that he left, “six silver teaspoons, when he 
died, and the Methodist Church.” Eternity alone, 
can tell what Paul was worth, in himself, to the 
world, to God. 


Our lesson selections give us a still larger view 
of this great man. 


I, The Portrait Of A Noble Man: Acts 20:17-38. 
Like Joshua, at the close of his life, Paul is here 
vindicating himself in the eyes of his fellowmen, 
and their reaction proves the truthfulness of the 
record which he gives. “I take you to record this 
day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.” 
(Was (Paul thinking of the thirty-third chapter of 
Ezekiel, and the watchman’s duty to warn the peo- 
le?) In this speech to the elders from Ephesus, 

e gives a fine and fair example of his whole ca- 
reer since he became a Christian. Let us see some 
of the marks of Christian character as they were 
demonstrated in his life and ministry at Ephesus. 
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His character developed under hardship. He was 
no hot-house plant, protected from wind and cold: 
he had been beaten by storms; he bore in his body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus. There was humility 
of mind, tears, trials, bonds and affiction. He 
had been tried in the furnace. No man suffered 
more for the cause of Christ than Paul. (Compare 
this with II Corinthians, Ch. 4) None of these 
things moved the apostle: his purpose and ambition 
was to finish his course with joy. 


He is deeply concerned for their welfare and 
safetv as Christians. “Grievous wolves” are going 
to attack his flock. How true this has been in 
all ages of the church! Some consecrated servant 
of God will commence a great work: after his 
death, the work is torn apart by “grievous wolves”: 
and remember that oftentimes these wolves are in 
“sheep’s clothing.” “Modernism” is just another 
name for “grievous wolves.” Is there not a “Deadly 
Parallel” between books like, “The Modern Use 
of the Bible,” and Thomas Paine’s, “Age of 
Reason”? Shall we keep silent through fear of 
being called, “narrow,” bigoted,” “uncharitable,” 
when we see the destruction wrought by “wolves’’? 
Paul, who wrote the Thirteenth Chapter of I 
Corinthians — the Hymn of Love — did not 
think so, 


“T have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or 
apparel.” Covetousness is a sin which often creeps 
into sacred places and even into preacher’s hearts. 
We stress money and stewardship a great deal, and 
we cannot emphasize them too much, if we keep 
our motives pure. Do we want this money for the 
Lord’s work, or for our own comfort and security?” 
Take heed and beware of covetousness” is as 
necessary warning for us as for men out in the 
world. It has wrought havoc many times in the 
history of the Church. 


So concerned was Paul about this special feature 
of his ministry that he says, “Yea, ye yourselves 
know, that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me.” In 
this connection he gives us a saying of our Lord 
which is not recorded in the Gospels: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’”” Many another 
than Paul have proved these words to be true. 


He had not shunned to declare unto them the 
whole counsel of God. How this declaration makes 
us search our own hearts! Are there parts of the 
Message which we “shun”? I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears.” Have we 
been faithful in warning men? Have we mixed 
our tears with our warnings? 


In the closing scene we can see the tie that binds 
Paul to these Ephesian Christians. Paul’s heart was 
even bigger than his head, and as Dr. Alexander 
Whyte so well says, “The heart is the man.” 


II. Such Noble Men are Shining Lights in a Dark 
World: Ephesians 5:6-21. 


“Now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children 
of light.” (8). 


“Ye are the light of the world,” said Jesus to 
His disciples, ‘““Ye are the salt of the earth.” From 
these simple statements we can estimate the value 
of Christian character. 


How much is light worth to our world? God said, 
“Let there be light,”’ and there was light. The first 
thing that God did for the physical world was to 
provide light, 
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Sin has brought a pall of deathlike darkness over 
our whole spiritual nature. When God comes to a 
lost soul, he makes it arise from the dead and gives 
it light. Christ is the light of the world: “In Him 
was life and the life was the light of men.” 


What is the fruit of the Spirit, (of light)? 
Goodness, righteousness, and truth. Can we con- 
ceive the worth of these three things? Then we 
can begin to see the value of a true Christian. 


Such a life is acceptable unto the Lord: what He 
accepts must be of infinite worth. 


In contrast to this sort of noble character are the 
unfruitful works of darkness. What lives of shame 
are lived by those who have never known Christ! 
The light of a real Christian uncovers the shameful 
deeds of men who live in the dark, even as light 
reveals dust and dirt in a room. Light is a great 
germ destroyer: so the Christian is to purify the 
world by his presence and influence. Wherever 
Christians go these results are bound to follow: 
the world becomes a cleaner and healthier world. 


The Christian walks wisely, looking about him, 
and buying up every opportunity because he 
realizes that the days are evil. We are to let our 
light shine, using every opportunity to be a 
blessing to the world: the rays of light must 
penetrate the gross darkness of our world. This is 
our Lord’s will: His command. 


“Not drunk with wine,” but, “filled with the 
— Could there be a more vivid contrast than 
this? 


_ Such a life is radiantly happy. Christians love to 
sing; to make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord. Think of what Psalms, hvmns, spiritual songs, 
have meant to the world: how these have lifted 
humanity to a higher plane of thought and life 
and feeling, “Let me write the hymnbook of a 
people, and I do not care who writes their theo- 
logy,’ someone is quoted as saying. People believe 
what they sing, and sing what they believe, Some 
of the noblest saints of all ages live again in the 
Psalms and Hymns which they wrote and sang. 
Where do we go in the Bible for our comfort and 
help? Is it not very often to the Book of Psalms? 


“Giving thanks always.” What shall I sing,” 
asked one who had been called to the bedside of a 
saint of God. “It does not matter, so it be praise,” 
was the reply. 


“Submitting yourselves one to another.” The 
perfection of Christian character is genuine humil- 
ity. Of this the world knows nothing. Men who 
walk in darkness, like to be first. 


Faith In God 


“We can contemplate lethal rays and the bound- 
less stores of energy said to be contained in the 
atom, and the menace of tyrannical power placed 
in the hands of ‘psychiatrists’ and other experts 
who often stand on very low moral ground, with- 
out losing all hope—we can contemplate such 
things for one reason and one reason only— 
because we have faith in God. Very terrible things 
may come upon the human race, but not the brutal 
and meaningless destruction which might seem to 
be so imminent today. We can trust God, you see, 
for that, God has His purposes; He has revealed 
something of them in the Bible; and we can trust 
Him to carry them out. Our trust is not in nature 
but it is in God.” —J. Gresham Machen. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 


March 
March 7: Why Join The Church Anyway? 


Introduction 


When I was twelve years old I went to Sunday 
school one Sunday morning and the gang met me 
with the words, “Come on, we are all going to join 
the church this morning.” My Sunday school 
teacher that year was a member of the varsity 
football team at school, and when he suggested 
that I come along I went on in. 


I tried as best I knew how to live a Christian 
life, but I did not know much what it was all 
about. One year at camp I was out on an overnight 
hike and the fellow in front of me yelled just in 
time to keep me from stepping on a rattlesnake. 
The next night at camp we had a decision service, 
and I gave my first testimony for Christ because 
I felt I owed it to God to speak up since He 
protected me from the snake. 


During the later years of high school and early 
years of college I kept on going to church but I 
did not know too much about what it meant to be 
a Christian and a church member, and at college 
I found many answers to my problems that made 
church unnecessary. But during college days I at- 
tended a revival meeting at which a preacher kept 
ringing the changes on the idea that a person can 
know that they are saved and on the way to 
heaven, know it beyond a shadow of doubt and 
know that it will last forever. I thought that the 
height of human presumption and left the meeting, 
vowing never to return. But the Spirit of God was 
dealing with me and I went back several times, 
each time becoming more convinced that I was 
a sinner and did not know whether I was saved or 
not. While I was seeking to justify my own 
ignorance by declaring that a man could not 
presume on the Almighty the thought kept striking 
me again and again: if he has any right to say 
that it must be in the Bible. I took my Bible and 
began to study and I found there the clear truth 
about what it means to be a child of God, how we 
can become a child of God, how we can know it, 
and what it means to join the church. I had joined 
the church, attended Sunday school all my life, 
and hit the sawdust trail a dozen times, but I 
never found the truth of it all until I went in 
simple but earnest faith to the Word of God. I do 
not say this to criticise the Church in which I was 
reared for I have since been associated with the 
people of that church and I know that all through 
the years I was getting the truth, but the truth 
never became real to me until I went to the Word 
im earnest faith and found out for myself. 


As we study this topic of why we ought to join 
the church I am wondering if there may not be 
young people in the church studying this program 
who are just as I was — good young people who 
are faithful in attendance upon the services of the 
church, yet people who have never earnestly and 
sincerely known what it means to be saved and 
become a child of God. Until we know what it 
Means to be saved we can never know what it 
means to join the church. Let’s look at the Scrip- 
ture and see the difference. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


At the Pentecost revival we read “they that 
gladly received the word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41) We today accept into 
membership those who receive our word about 
Christ and we receive them publicly by baptism. 
But further on the account reads “And the Lord 
added unto the church daily such as should be 
saved.” (Acts 2:47) These people who were join- 
ing the church were really being added by the Lord 
and were being saved. What was the relation 
ete the two? The answer is found in Romans 


1. Inward Conviction. When we hear the Gospel 
that Christ died for our sins and rose again from 
the dead and really believe it in our hearts strongly 
enough to open our hearts and let Christ come in 
to save us from the guilt and power of sin we are 
then saved from the guilt and being saved from 
the power of sin. 


2. Outward Confession. When we hear and 
believe the first, normal reaction is to confess 
Christ before men, and that confession starts us 
on the step by step process that leads to a realiza- 
tion of salvation in the day by day life. 


3. Practical Committment. And the logical 
manner by which to confess Christ before men and 
by which to unite your testimony with that of all 
other Christians it to join the church and by so 
doing become a part of the on-going witness to 
Christ and His power to save. This uniting with the 
church is full of meaning and significence if it is 
an outward expression of your inward faith and 
trust in Christ as Savior. It is of no real meaning 
to you and to others if you join without that 
inward conviction and assurance. 


Excuses 


“Presbyterian Youth” lists some of the excuses 
men give as to why they do not join the church. 
Here are some of them and the answers that we 
need to keep in mind: 


1. “I want to have a good time.” The first and 
biggest lie the Devil ever told was when he planted 
the idea in the mind of man that to have a good 
time we must cast off the authority of God and do 
as we please, satisfying only our appetites. Actual- 
ly, real, lasting joy can only come through yielding 
to God and His Christ and walking day by day 
in the Christian Way. Fullness of joy is found only 
in Christian fellowship. 

2. “I can’t attend services.” There are some 
hinderances to worship that can’t be overcome, but 
any man that can get to work or to a place of 
amusement can get to church if he wants to. The 
truth is we go where we want to and make excuses 
for not going where we do not want to. 


3. “Too many hypocrites in the church.” The 
Church is not made up of perfect people but of 
sinners who are seeking to let Christ make them 
righteous. It is better to be on the inside with a 
broom helping in this process, than on the outside 
slinging mud. 
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4. “I can be as good outside the Church as in it.” 
Yes, but God wants more than goodness, He wants 
you; and God wants His goodness to go to the ends 
of the earth and the Church is taking it there 
If everybody were to just be good outside of the 
Church that goodness would die and never go to 
the ends of the earth nor be taught to the coming 
generation. 


But the attitude we all need is that attitude 
expressed by the little girl who wanted to join 
the church and then the pastor asked her why he 
should let a little girl in she replied, “I believe 
that Jesus is the Christ; therefore I am born of 
God. All people who have been born again belong 
to the church; therefore they ought to be in.” 


Suggestions 

This is a most important topic and the church is 
weakened and torn by strife today because this 
generation of adults came into the church without 
clearly knowing why they joined the church. Let 
your group first give a few testimonies as to why 
the different members joined the church. Then let 
some one or two present the Scripture Lesson and 
emphasize the difference between being a born 
again child of God and simply joining the church. 
This could be followed by whatever the particular 
group most needed— invitation to those who were 
not members, discussion of how the group could 
make church membership more meaningful, or 
what could be done by the group to ive the 
members a chance to really confess Christ and 
testify for Him before the world. 


—_@———. 


March 15: Why Give To The Church? 


Introduction 

I have always wanted to try something in church 
and see what happened. I’d like to get up and 
announce that the deacons would please come 
forward to receive the money as the congregation 
hilariously made its offering. I expect some heads 
would pop back in suprise and some folks would 
feel I was irreverent. Yet that is exactly what 
Paul says when he said, “God loves a cheerful 
giver.” The word translated “cheerful’? means 
“hilarious.” 


This idea of giving hilariously is rather far from 
the attitude of most of us when we bring our 
“mites” into the church on Sunday, thev might 
have been more had we cared more for Christ or 
known more about the work the church is doing. 
So in this month when we are receivine the one 
pledge a year to the financial program of our 
church we ought to look again at this matter of 
the church and money. 


When we first ask ourselves why we ought to 
give money to the church the answer comes back 
easy. We ought to give money to the church be- 
cause the church has to have money to run, and 
every item on our budget represents some flesh 
and blood person who is workin for you and me 
somewhere in the field of the church. And when we 
see what all our money does in runing the church 
—takes the Gospel to the other side of the world, 
feeds and clothes orphans, educates people of all 
colors, cares for aged ministers, helps build a better 
world, and countless other things, then we must all 
admit that you can not get as much for your dollar 
anywhere else in the world. 

But to give to the church we must go farther 
than that. If we belong to the Church in a true 
sense we are members of the church because Christ 
loved us and gave Himself for us; therefore we are 
not our own, we have been bought with a price, 
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus. As those 
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who belong to Christ all that we are is due to the 
fact that Christ gave His all for us, and all that we 
have we hold as stewards for Him. So we must 
give because Christ first gave to us. We can never 
really begin to give to the Church in a true sense 
until we give to the Church because Christ has 
given His all for us and all that we need to us, 
When the Church is financed by people who fee] 
that way its financial problems are on the way to 
be solved. 


But when we want to give because Christ gave 
to us how shall we do it? Paul has a plan for 
churches to follow in Second Corinthians, but in 
First Corinthians, just after the sublime resurrec.- 
tion chapter, he has some advice to Christians on 
his plan for giving to the Church. Here it is: 


a 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


(I Corinthains 16:1-3) 

Giving Must Be Periodic—Upon the first day of 
the week. Each Sunday we are reminded that 
Christ died for our sins and rose again the first 
day. We are reminded that God did not spare His 
only son, but freely delivered Him up for us all 
and with Him has given us all things. Each Sunday 
should call us to bring an offering and come into 
the house of God for worship. 

2. Giving Must Be Personal—Each of You. Too 
often in our giving we measure our giving by what 
we feel we are able to do and by what we think the 
other fellow’s portion ought to be. But real giving 
is for each of us to give as our own response of 
love and appreciation, and never in our giving can 
we give more or less because the other fellow 
ought to give more or can’t give as much, 

3. Giving Must Be Practical—Lay by Him in 
Store. If we wait until we have paid all our bills, or 
if we wait to take out the Lord’s portion until 
after we have taken out what we want, then there 
will be none left. Many people pledge big in March 
and mean well, but they never pay up in full. They 
mean well, but they don’t take out God’s part 
week by week, and as a result get behind and never 


are able to do what they want and what God 
demands. 


4. Proportionate—As He May Prosper. The 
measure of the largeness or smallness of our gift 
is not found by comparing to the size of other 
gifts. Only two factors enter in: what God has done 
for us in Christ and what He has given to us. If 
you look at your possessions in the light of Him 
who “was rich yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we through His poverty might become rich,” and 
then give, that portion is large. 

5. Preventative—That There Be No Collections 
When I Come. Often you hear of churches that 
are always begging for money and putting on the 
pressure. Again you hear of churches having 
suppers, bazaars, and parties in order to raise 
money. When you hear of such a church you can 
mark it down that the people of that church don’t 
really know the Gospel and are not giving to the 
Lord in love what really belongs to Him. When we 
know the Lord, love Him, and give as Paul out- 
lines here, then we don’t need the extra efforts 
to raise a few cents. 


Suggestions 


Have some one of the group present the Scrip- 
ture lesson in a way that would really emphasize 
the Christ-centered motive in giving. Then this 
would be a good time to have some one in t0 
explain the budget of your church in order that the 
items may not be cold figures but symbols of living 
people and vital needs. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The Sunday School 
Needs Women 


By Mr. W. E. Price 


The Sunday School General Superintendant 
would have a sorry time trying to conduct a 
Sunday School without women; whoever heard of a 
man trying to conduct a nursery, Beginner or 
Primary Department of the Sunday School. 


The Sunday School needs women in its children’s 
division because children are drawn to and love 
women and because women love and understand 
children of these ages. Women are more patient, 
more understanding, know how to manage and 
secure the love, respect and admiration of these 
little folks. 


Fortunate is the Sunday School that is blessed 
with a sufficient number of fine Christian Volun- 
teer church women who love the Lord, the Sunday 
School and the opportunity to nurture and develop 
child-life of the church and community. 


I recently read some statistics regarding the 
increased birth rate in this United States. Accord- 
ing to this article there were born into the world 
in the United States nearly four million babies in 
1947. The birth rate for 1947 was twenty-six per 
thousand of population. More children in the 
United States in the next ten and fifteen years 
than ever before, counting only those already born 
and growing up, not those still to come. Its the 
greatest wave in history. The wave will move 
through the years. You can tell now how many 
teen agers there will be some years hence, how 
many people in their twenties, how many in the 
middle age groups, and how many old and retired. 


Thus, 1947 is the highest birth year on record 
and the coming year of 1948 will be a whopper 
too in the number of births. Church and Sunday 
School planning must get a hump on to provide for 
this population, especially in baby or small child 
stage steadily growing up. 


What would be the record if all these babies 
could be enrolled in our Sunday Schools? What 
would be the condition of this country 20 years 
from now when these babies come to the age to 
exercise the right of franchise? 1947 might excell 
the year of 1809, the record of which was given in 
an article by Dr. Boreham which we quote. 


“A century ago men were following, with bated 
breath, the march of Napoleon, and waiting with 
feverish impatience for the latest news of the wars. 
And all the while in their own homes, babies were 
being born. Let us look at some of those babies. 

hy, in one year, lying midway between Trafalgar 
and Waterloo (the year of the battle of Wagram 
was fought) there stole into the world a host of 
heroes; during that one year, 1809 Mr. Gladstone 
was born at Liverpool; Alfred Tennyson was born 
at the Somersby rectory; and Oliver Wendell 
Holmes made his first appearance in Massachusetts. 

n the very self-same day of that self-same year 
Charles Darwin made his debut at Shrewsbury, and 
Abraham Lincoln drew his first breath in Old 
Kentucky. Music was enriched by the advent of 


Frederio Chopin at Warsaw, and of Felix Mendels- 
sohn at Hamburg. Within the same year, too, 
Samuel Morley was born at Homerton, Edward 
Fitzgerald at Woodbridge, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning at Durham, and Frances Kembel in 
London. But nobody thought of babies; everybody 
was thinking of battles. Yet, viewing that age in 
the truer prospective which the distance of 100 
years enables us to command, we may well ask 
ourselves which meant more, the battles of 1809 or 
the babies of 1809. When a wrong wants righting, 
or a work wants doing, or a truth wants preaching, 
or a continent wants opening, God sends a baby 
into the world to do it. That is why, long, long 
ago, a babe was born at Bethlehem.” 


If we were to succeed in enrolling just half of 
the babies born in 1947, we would need thousands 
of consecrated women to train these babies and 


— them up in the fear and admonition of the 
ord. 


Practically all our schools at present have an 
increased enrollment in the nursery and beginners 
department and we must provide or be making 
provision for an even greater number. 


Then just as much the Sunday School needs 
women in the Junior, Pioneer and Senior Depart- 
ments, those ages when so many problems arise 
which to pupils seem very serious. How fine to 
have the influence, advice, counsel and leadership 
of a devoted Christian woman. No finer service, 
no greater opportunity will any woman ever have. 


And no less does the fellowship ~roup need the 
influence of women — this age when great deci- 
sions are to be made, such as choosing a life’s 
partner and a life’s vocation. What a great 
privilege to be a confidential advisor and helper in 
these years of critical decisions! 


The Sunday School needs women in the Adult 
Department. If the women will regularly attend 
Sunday School we will have very little trouble with 
the attendance of the men and children. If we 
could surround our schools with an army of women 
you need have no worry about the children and 
men. They will be there too. So, women, the 
Sunday School needs you — all of you. So much 
depends upon you for its success! 


‘Twas a sheep, not a lamb, that strayed away, 
In the parable Jesus told; 

A grown-up sheep, that had gone astray, 
From the ninety and nine in the fold. 


Out on the hillside, out in the cold 
‘Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd soucht, 
And back to the flock, safe to the fold, 
‘Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd brought. 


And why for the sheep should we earnestly long 
And as earnestly hope and pray? 

Because there is danger — if they go wrong, 
Thev will lead the lambs astray. 


For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know, 
Wherever the sheep may stray; 

When the sheep go wrong, it will not be long 
Till the lambs are as wrong as they. 
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And so with the sheep we earnestly plead, 
And the sheep are lost, what a terrible cost 
For the sake of the lambs, today; 
Some lambs will have to pay. 


This Is Your Year 


So you have been asked to take an office this 
year! How fortunate you are! It matters not 
whether the task is in the local, Presbyterial, or 
Synodical auxiliary, whether it is the president or 
chairman of a committee, it is an important job 
and deserves the best you have in you. If you have 
said “yes” to the Nominating Committee, then you 
may pass this by, but if you are hesitating and are 
“on the fence’then sit down with me and let’s 
chat together for awhile. 


Your decision concerns not only you, but in a 
way the lives of many whcm you will touch, and 
who look to you for leadership. You have been 
selected because the members like you, have confi- 
dence in you, and want you. The little seed of 
douht ‘vhich is making you hesitate is “Have I the 
neede1 :jualifications?” One way to approach this 
auestior is to ask youself, ‘‘What makes a success- 
ful leader?” Here are a few characteristics most 
needed: genuine love and faith in God’s guidance; 
deep religious convictions; enjoyment of people; 
self-control; high ideals; patience; enthusiasm; a 
sense of humor; and the power of personal growth. 


Christians everywhere are always needing guid- 
ance. Some help may come from other sources, 
but God is the Christian’s unfailing source of 
guidance. “I will instruct thee and teach thee in 
the way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with 
mine eyes.” (Psalms 32:8. Read also Psalms 37:5.) 
No matter how great or how small your natural 
endowments, divine power must accompany your 
efforts and this power is promised. (Read Matthew 
28:18:20, Proverbs 3:6, and Isaiah 58:11.) 


I hesitate to name some of the excuses our 
women are making for not assuming some of the 
Master’s work. “I don’t know enough about the 
work.” One need not be a mental giant to be a 
leader. Everyone has influence on others and this 
influence grows with us. Leadership calls for the 


= use of your talents in behalf of the larger 
good. 


A second excuse is, “I haven’t the time.” Many a 
person has lessened or destroyed his usefulness by 
scattering his energies over too many projects or 
less worthy projects. You have twenty-four hours 
each day to do with as you may. Are you going to 
fritter them away or are you going to be able at 
night to take out each golden hour and see some 
worthwhile task, some Christ-like act brought to its 
full fruition? Try concentrating your activities. 


“My family needs me and doesn’t want me to do 
it.” Are you sure you are not just rationalizing? 
Aren’t you magnifying their need of you to cover 
up the fact they are growing up and moving out on 
their own responsibility? 


One warning I would leave with you. The 
appetite for publicity and the desire for public 
acclaim often destroy the poise and sincerity which 
mark true leadership. Be considerate, be humble, 
and “walk with men” as Christ, the Master of Men, 
walked the road. Le*’s remember “the worth of a 
leader is not measured by the number of offices he 
holds or the number of causes he promotes, but by 
the difference he makes in human life.” 
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This is your year. Many others have gone before 
you and have built sure foundations. Step oy 
firmly and willingly into this new adventure and 
claim His promise, “And lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world..” (Matthew 28:20), 

Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, 


——— 


A Cold Wind Blows From Siberia 
But Thy Love Is Still Warm Oh God 


It was a cold Sunday morning with the ther. 
mometer hovering well below the freezing mark, 
Fresh snow had fallen and put a thin blanket on 
the streets of Seoul, capital of Korea. The large 
church building’s only heat was from two oil 
drums, made into stoves. The auditorium was 
drafty and the only place to sit was upon the cold 
matting upon the floor. It was a good morning by 
many standards to remain at home; yet not so these 
people, for at 10:00 o’clock a thousand children 
had gathered for Bible stories and _ children’s 
hymns. At 11:00 o’clock the morning service, com- 
posed mostly of men, assembled. A few women 
were present but most of them would be coming to 
another service shortly after noon, as there was no 
room for them now. 


The Korean Pastor preached a simple forceful 
message on “God So Loved The World.” In his 
closing prayer he uttered these words: “A cold 
wind is blowing from Siberia, but Thy love is still 
warm, Oh God.” The icy wind was not in his mind, 
for this was an unusual group, nor did it really be- 
long here. It was made up of so-called war refu- 
gees, though a more accurate term would be “post- 
war refugees,” as they did not have to leave their 
homes until after the war. During the war the 
Korean Church had been fearfully persecuted by 
the Japanese, and August 17, 1945, had been set 
as the day for the exile of all the church officers 
and pastors, and reportedly their execution. But 
the war ended on August 15, and they were “liber- 


ated,” as the red armies swept into Northern 
Korea. 


Again in desperate straits the people had begun 
to flee southward across the thirty-eighth parallel 
into the U. S. occupied territory. Some never got 
there—one little boy told me of seeing his parents 
both killed in their flight, and only he had escaped. 
Many Christian pastors were special objects of 
Communist wrath, and had also been forced to flee. 
Among them was Pastor Han, of this Church, who 
had come and begun work among his fellow refu- 
gees. This tremendous congregation had been built 
up—composed of people whose fault was that they 
were Christians, loyal to Korea. A few wore good 
clothing, but many came in what was little more 
than patches sewed together. Still they came, and 
though their hearts were bleeding, they were not 
without hope; though cold without, they were on 
fire within as they worshipped. A cold wind was 
blowing from Siberia, but God’s love was warm in 
their hearts. 


These were they who had not bowed their knees 
to “Baal,” and the world, like them, must soon see 
that those who deny the existence of God are not 
fit to administer the resources He has made for 
those created in His image, for: “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.” 


Rev. John E. Talmage, 
Presbyterian Mission, 
Kunsan, Korea. 
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W.A.T.S. At Sti!lman 


The 1948 Woman’s Auxiliary Training School at 
Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, will be 
held August 17-24. As in former years, gifts are 
needed to finance this School. Synodical, Presby- 
terial, local Auxiliaries, or individuals who desire 
to make contribution to this are asked to send 
such gifts to Miss Mary S. Quidor, Treasurer, Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 8, Georgia. Plans should be made early 
for the selecting of outstanding Presbyterian Negro 
women as delegates and the financing of their 
attendance. 


Church News 


Meeting Of Augusta Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Augusta convened in adjourn- 
ed session in the Reid Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Augusta, Ga., on December 2, and con- 
sidered the propositions sent to her by the General 
Assembly concerning the Federal Council, the Plan 
for Reunion, and the Question of Church Prop- 
erty. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, of Asheville, N. C., presented 
a discussion favoring withdrawal from the Federal 
Council, and Dr. J. McDowell Richards presented a 
discussion favoring continuance in the Council. 
After extended debate and a season of prayer be- 
fore voting, the Presbytery voted 12 to 12 on the 
question, “Shall the General Assembly withdraw 
from the Federal Council?” 


: 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


6.4.64 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 
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Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE 
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROSPERITY” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before 
distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to TITHER, 417-SP, South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. 
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certain changes in the proposed plan of reunion of 


Overtures were received from the First Presby- the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the Presbyte- 
terian Church of Augusta concerning the Plan for rian Church, U.S.A., this Presbytery not express 
Reunion. An added paragraph to the concurrent either approval or disapproval of the matter of 
Declaration was suggested and approved by the union.” Presbytery voted that it “looks with dis- 
Presbytery, together with two additional sugges- favor on the overture touching church property.” 
tions which were both approved, 


@ The gy vinings once a - = 
The Presbytery voted to disapprove the Amend- eneral Assembly: v. ©. H. Willams, Nort 
ment to the Book of Church Order relative to Wilkesboro, N. C.; Rev. J. R. Cunningham, D.D., 
Church Property. Davidson, N. C.; with Rev. Hardin A. King, Lex- 
ington, N. C., and Rev, T. C. Bryan, Winston- 
Augusta Presbytery will meet for its mid-winter Salem, N. C., alternates. Ruling Elders: Hoke Hen- 
meeting on January 13, 1948, in the Thomson derson, Elkin, N. C.; Edward Finley, North Wilkes- 
Presbyterian Church. boro, N. C.; with J. O. Blevins, Lansing, N. C., and 
Harold McKeithen, Winston-Salem, N. C., alter- 

nates. 


Winston-Salem Presbytery The next Stated Meeting will be held on April 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its mid- 20, 1948. —J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 
uy 5 a meee “+ a ing 9 amanegneain 
rian Church, Winston-Salem, N. C., on January 13, 
1948, with 22 ministers and 21 ruling elders pre- WINTER MEETING OF 
sent. The opening devotional service was conducted LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY 
by Rev. E. H. Gartrell, Pastor of the First Pres- ae ; 
byterian Church of Mocksville. Rev. John W. Luke, The Presbytery of Louisiana met in the Church 
Moderator, presided. at Opelousas, January 13, 1948. The Presbytery ac- 

‘ cepted a quota of $48,000.00 for benevolences of 

The most important matter before the Presby- Synod, Presbytery, and General Assembly for the 
tery was the report of the special committee ap- year 1948-49, and approved the plan and goals for 
pointed at a previous meeting to study and report the churches in the Program of Progress. The 
on the proposed plan of reunion of the Presbyte- quota for benevolences is $3,500.00 more than was 
tian Churches. The committee recommended a accepted last year. 


number of changes in the Book of Church Order . Parks Wil t f the Universit 
and “the Directory of Worship. After careful dis- me a ian fe pple cgege om 


, , Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, was elected 
cussion these recommendations, with certain alter- y é 


: Moderator. The retiring Moderator was Elder L. 
ations, were adopted and ordered forwarded to R. Babin of the Monte Sano Church. 


the Assembly’s Permanent Committee with the fol- ; 
lowing resolution: “That in recommending to the The presbytery voted, 18-14, to withdraw from 
Permanent Committee on Co-operation and Union the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
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America; went on record as opposing several 
features in the Plan of Union, as ordination of 
women as elders and deacons; omission of any 
part of requirements for ordination as the require- 
ments now stand; the presbytery expressed itself 
as desiring the brethren of both bodies, at the time 
of union, to affirm the doctrines of the full inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, the virgin birth of Christ, 
His vicarious atonement, His physical resurrection, 
and His personal second advent. 


Rev. W. G. Foster was elected Chairman of 
Stewardship; Rev. G. Thomas Preer Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery expressed its appreciation for Rev. J. 
Maicolm Murchison, as it dimissed him to Nashville 
Presbytery. Rev. Murchison has been pastor of the 
Crowley Church since 1936, and has recently 
organized the chapel at Eagan, where worship 
services were held for the first time last Sunday. 


The Program of Progress was stressed in reports 
on Evangelism and Foreign Missions. Presbytery 
is looking forward to the visit of Mr. Roy LeCraw 
on January 20th. Rev. W. G. Foster, Chairman, 
announced that the campaign for the LSU Student 
Center Fund would begin in April. 

G. Thomas Preer, Stated Clerk, 
Louisiana Presbytery. 


——_~>——_——_ 


WINTER MEETING OF 
MOBILE PRESBYTERY 


Mobile Presbytery met in adjourned winter ses- 
sion at the First Presbyterian Church of Brewton, 
Alabama on Tuesday, January 138, 1948. Eleven 
ministers and elders from thirteen churches were 
present together with several visitors including Miss 
Verita Barnett, Sunday School Extension Worker 
for the Synod of Alabama and Miss Faith Swan- 
strom, Home Mission Worker for Mobile Presby- 
tery. 

After discussion of the question of withdrawing 
from the Federal Council Presbytery voted unani- 
mously to remain in the Federal Council. 


The Plan for Reunion was also discussed and at 
the suggestion of Rev. William M. Belk one sug- 
gested change, having to do with Chapter 11, “On 
the Church School,” of the proposed Directory For 
The Worship of God, was sent on to the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union. 


Planning its next meeting for April 13 at the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Mobile, Presbytery 
named its Superintendent of Home Missions, Rev. 
Robert H. Walkup, Moderator-in-Nomination. 


Lunch was served the Presbytery by ladies of 
the Woman’s Auxiliary in the home of Mrs. J. F. 
Smith. James H. Gailey, Jr., 

Stated Clerk. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


Representatives from most of the churches o. 
Central Mississippi Presbytery met in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Vicksburg on January 20, 
1948 with 26 ministers and 25 elders present. Dr. 
J. Moody McDill was elected Moderator. 


Mr. S. L. McCullough of Goodman was received 
as a candidate for the Gospel ministry and he was 


granted permission to supply the Durant Group of 
churches. 


By a large majority Presbytery voted for with- 
drawal from the Federal Council. Other maters 
sent down by the General Assembly for action 
were placed on the docket of the Spring meeting. 
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Commissioners to the General Assembly were 
elected as follows: Ministers: G. T. Gillespie, W 
A. Hall and A. W. Whitaker, Jr.; Elders: Sidney 
Selvidge, Sidney Robinson and Mr. Everett of 
Vicksburg. 


In response to a petition from 61 people a Com. 
mission was appointed to organize a church in the 
Alta Woods sub-division of Jackson as soon as the 
way is clear to do so. 

Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk, 


—_——_—_—_———_—— 


MERIDIAN PRESBYTERY 


The 105th Stated meeting of Meridian Presby. 
tery was held in the First Church, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., January 20, 1948. The meeting was opened 
at 10 a.m. with an address by the retiring Modera.- 
tor, Ruling Elder George E. Felknor, on the sub- 
ject, “The Duties and Responsibilities of the Ruling 
Elder,” which was timely and helpZul. Rev. Richard 
A. Braun was elected Moderator. There were 
present: 16 Ministers and 40 Ruling Elders. 


The Stewardship Committee reported the ar. 
rangement for conferences in the interest of the 
Every Member Canvass. Mr. John W. Bailey, 
Chairman, spoke in the interest of the Belhaven 
College Campaign. The matters sent down by the 
General Assembly were considered. Both Amend- 
ments to the Book of Church Order were approved. 
The Assembly was requested to withdraw from the 
Federal Council of Churches by a vote of 47 to 7. 
Quite a number of changes were requested in the 
Plan of Union, though this did not put the Presby- 
tery on record as favoring union. The overture of 
Central Mississippi Presbytery concerning Church 
Property was answered with an overture. 


The following Commissioners to the General As- 
sembly were elected: Ministers; E. McKinley 
Weaver and L. A. Beckman, Jr., principals; W. W. 
Bagby and R. A. Braun, alternates. Ruling Elders: 
L. E. Faulkner of Hattiesburg, and Sam T. Mathi- 
son of Prentiss; principals; E. G. Wood of Moss 
Point, and Lowry Nicholson, of Newton, alternates. 


Rev. F. E. Bagby, H. R., was dismissed to Tusca- 
loosa Presbytery, where he now resides. A. M. 
Scheider of Pascagoula was appointed to preach the 
doctrinal sermon at the next meeting of Presbytery 
on the subject: “The Rule of Faith.” The next 
regular meeting will be held in April in Gulfport. 

L. A. Beckman, Jr., Stated Clerk. 


——__—_—_ 


Special Gift For Foreign Missions 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
has received with appreciation and rejoicing the 
promise of a gift of $100,000.00 for the Foreign 
Mission phase of the Program of Progress from 4 
generous donor. Fifty thousand dollars will be con- 
tributed when assurances can be given that $1, 
950,000.00 has been received in the current cam- 
paign for Foreign Missions, provided this is done 
by January 1, 1949; and an additional $50,000.00, 
on assurance that $3,950,000.00 has been réceived, 
provided this is done by January 1, 1953. 


The Committee expresses deep gratitude for this 
fine gift and trusts that it may prove an encoul- 
agement to others who may be in a position t0 
make substantial contributions. The $4,000,000.00 
goal for Foreign Missions is the largest financial 
undertaking ever-set before our Church, and many 
large gifts will be needed if the full objective 
to be realized. 
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A Word From The Moderator To 
Our Boards Of Deacons 


I would respectfully raise the question at this 
time with the Boards of Deacons of our Churches 
gs to whether the item of pastor’s salary in next 
years budget is being given appropriate attention. 
Many of our Churches have already dealt gener- 
ously in this regard. In other cases it has been 
overlooked. As I have gone to and fro in the 
Church this year I have seen indications that there 
are ministers who are working modestly and de- 
yotedly ahead while the greatly increased costs of 
living press in upon them. I do not recall a single 
complaint in this connection. I frequently have oc- 
casion to observe the extraordinary sacrifice which 
ministers and their wives are making in an effort 
at securing an education for their children. In addi- 
tion to the normal costs of living as experienced 
by the average family in a community, the min- 
ister is under the necessity in most cases of furn- 
ishing his own car and its upkeep in his work; of 
keeping himself supplied with books for his study; 
and of maintaining his home and dress in a man- 
ner appropriate to his calling. All of these demand 
extra cost. 


My suggestion is that each Church will at this 
season give attention to the matter of the pastor’s 
salary in order that as he has been promised at 
his installation he may be “free from worldly cares 
and avocations.”’ If an increase is indicated it will 
prove a good investment. 

J. R. Cunningham, 
Davidson, N. C. 
January 30, 1948. 


>—_—_——_ 


Wanted - Church Bells 


While serving as missionary in Japan a number 
of years ago, I wrote an article for our church 
papers requesting the donation of church bells no 
longer being used. A heartening response followed 
and today those bells are still ringing out the gos- 
pel message in Japan. 


Now we are facing a similar need in the Home 
Mission Work of Albemarle Presbytery. Should 
your Church have an old bell no longer in use, 
would you be willing to let us have it? We have 
need of several. 


In this way your old bell can continue to fur- 
ther God’s Kingdom on earth. 


Address: J. W. Hassell, Executive Secretary, Al- 
pane Presbytery, 916 Reade Street, Greenville, 


— 


News Briefs 


Rev. Moses E. James has moved from Florence, 
8. C., where he served as Pastor of the Bethel 
Church, to Berean Center, New Orleans, La. 


Dr. Samuel Burney Hay, of Auburn, Ala., is the 
hew President of Stillman Institute. This announce- 
ment was made by Dr. R. E. Fulton, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, on January 28, 1948, 
through Presbyterian News Service. 


Rev. John C. Ramsay, 1707 Mier Street, Laredo, 
&%., is now giving his full time to evangelistic 
Work. He is available for Visitation Evangelism or 
eaching Evangelism Campaigns. 
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Nicholas Watkins 

Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Mountain 
Retreat Association, Montreat, N. C. Native of 
Missouri. Married and one son who is associated 
with American Auto Company. Has been associated 
with Armour & Company, Meat Packers, for 45 
years of continuous service. Entered the service of 
Armour’s as a young man and has held various po- 
sitions with them, including that of salesman, plant 
manager, district supervisor of organization, and 
was fdr several years associated with the Comp- 
troller of Armour & Company. Prior to Mr. Wat- 
kins’ retirement in 1946 he was district auditor in 
charge of territory in several Southern States. Mr. 
and Mrs. Watkins have been residents of Atlanta, 
Ga., since 1925. Mr. Watkins is a Presbyterian, a 
member of Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, At- 


lanta, Ga., and has been a Master Mason for thirty 
years. 


National Association Of 
Evangelicals 


Chicago will be the mecca of American evangeli- 
cals May 3 to 6, when the sixth annual convention 
of the National Association of Evangelicals will 
convene in the Congress Hotel. 


Over fifty denominations are now represented in 
the membership of the NAE. Twenty-nine entire 
denominations are officially associated with the 
organization. Hundreds of local congregations of 
other denominations have joined the movement. 


Announces Appointment 


John Gus Richter, of New Orleans, La., has been 
appointed assistant to the director of the South- 
western Branch of the Presbyterian Committee of 
Publication’s Book Store at Dallas, Texas, accord- 
Ing to an announcement made by the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication. 

—— 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 


For quite some time Austin Seminary has 
thought of organizing a chorus from the ranks of 
its student body. Last fall that idea began to 
materialize, and a male chorus is now a part of the 
Seminary’s extra-curricular program. The chorus 
is directed by Mr. Jay Dietzer, a member of the 
faculty of the music department of the University 
of Texas. Its student chairman is Merrill Proud- 
foot. 


The chorus is young, but there is a great amount 
of talent and ability among its members, most of 
whom have sung with college and high school 
groups. The Seminary chorus sings chiefly sacred 
music. 
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